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Widely Apart in Church Service 


Deaconesses Assigned to Duty Among Soldiers in 
North Africa; Among Industrialists in Michigan 


Sister Margaret Fry is a member of 
the staff serving under the Commission 
on American Missions of the National 
Lutheran Council in Willow Run, 
Mich., one of the largest defense in- 
dustry communities of our country. 
The day after her arrival in this 
“Bomber City” on March 16, she wrote: 
“Only the sight of the place can strike 
the reality of terror into one’s heart. 
Filth and unsanitary conditions of all 
kinds are evident. There are no play- 
ground facilities, no churches. Only 
one small school serving children of 
the first three grades has been built. 
Most of the people who do not com- 
mute live in trailers of all descriptions 
and are surrounded by mud.” 

Sister Margaret is a graduate of the 
Lankenau Hospital School of Nursing 
and of Temple University, and holds 
the degree of Master of Science from 
the University of Pennsylvania. She 
brings to this vital field of service a 
rich background of experience in camp 
life and group work besides eleven 
years of professional experience in 
nursing supervision and teaching in the 
Lankenau Hospital School of Nursing. 

Bringing the “ministry of the church 
to the churched, to the once-churched 
and to the unchurched” has meant vis- 
iting in season and out of season, teach- 
ing in Sunday school and women’s cir- 
cles in trailers and dormitories, leading 
discussion groups with young and older, 
conducting catechetical instruction, 
meeting in conferences with various 
groups, co-operating with local and 
state social and health agencies, dis- 
tributing literature, playing the organ, 
and planning endlessly for the future 
development of the work. 


Sister Nora McCombs being a Red 
Cross nurse before entering the Dea- 
coness Motherhouse at Baltimore, re- 
ceived a call from the government to 
serve as a nurse in the armed forces. 
She was eager to answer the call, for 
in this way she could perpetuate the 
family tradition of always being ready 
to serve the country in time of war. 


And as a nurse she would have the op-. 


portunity of ministering both physically 
and spiritually to the men who were 
giving their lives for our country. 

She entered the service of Uncle Sam 
June 1, 1942. She was stationed at 
Camp Lee, Virginia, until the middle 
of February of this year and since the 
latter part of March has been serving 
in North Africa, where she has been 
made head of a medical ward. In addi- 
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Sister Margaret Fry and Sister Nora 
McCombs on Duty at Willow Run, 
Michigan, and Overseas 


tion to her work as an army nurse she 
is co-operating with the chaplain of her 
unit in rendering spiritual service to 
both nurses and the men in the serv- 
ice. While still at Camp Lee, Sister 
Nora’s influence resulted in several 
nurses asking her for devotional lit- 
erature to take with them as they de- 
parted for overseas duty. She was in- 
strumental in securing Bibles for a 
number of boys who had never owned 
one. 

The superintendent of nurses at, the 
camp asked the Directing Sister while 
on her visit to Camp Lee whether she 
did not have more nurses like Sister 
Nora to send into service as they would 
be glad to have many like her. 


New Centers Authorized 


As the result of decisions made at 
the Administrative Board meeting in 
Chicago, May 13, Lutheran Service 
Centers will be established in Chicago, 
Ill, at 65 E. Randolph St., together with 
the Army and Navy Commission of the 
Missouri Synod, Philadelphia, Pa., and 
Riverside, Calif. A full-time secretary 
will be placed at Sitka, Alaska, to work 
with the Rev. Hugh Dowler, who is now 
giving part-time service in our Center. 

Funds were also authorized for an 
expanded program for the service men 
on the University of Minnesota cam- 
pus. With the largest concentration of 
military-student personnel coming to 
the Minnesota campus, Student Pastor 
Carl O. Lund-Quist will be devoting 


Our Father will guide them through 


much of his time to work among them, 
and it was felt necessary that mor 
adequate facilities should be mad 
available to him specifically for thi 
phase of the work. 

The needs of service men in the New | 
York City area are being given further | 
study. A pastor is soon to be assigned | 
by the Service Commission who will | 
work together with the Missouri Synod | 
representative in developing this work. — 

The Service Commission will also be 
assigning a service pastor to the St. 
Louis area to work with the Rev. A. L. | 
Hillmann (SMo) who up until this time 
has been carrying on alone. 

Miami Beach, Florida, is one of sev- | 
eral other areas to be surveyed with | 
the thought of establishing a Center | 
when further expansion is made pos- 
sible. 


To a Pastor on the 


Home Front 
By NATALIE PRICE BOCK 


ALTHOUGH at times you'd like to be 
Serving our country on the sea, 

In the air with a gallant band, 

Or on some far-flung battle land— H 
Remember, though you’d like to roam, } 
They also serve who serve at home: 


Small thing to comfort those who stay? | 
Small thing to keep them in His Way? | 
Oh, no, pastor, it’s hard indeed 
To preach to them so they will heed. 
For those who stay at home must learn | 
To face this trial, though its end they | 
yearn. 
And who better than a pastor kind 
Could show them how the Master Mind | 
Sends us no trial unless He, too, 
Sends us the strength His will to do? 
Wives, mothers, fathers, brave ones, all, | 
Must be guided so they’ll not fall 
Into the chasm of deep despair, 
Because of homes that now seem bare. 


They’ve sent their dear ones with a 
smile; 

A blessing; a prayer that only a while § 

Will they be apart. And, too, we pray 


each day. 
There’s work to be done by you at, 

home 
To guide your flock so they’ll not roam. | 
"Tis much to comfort them when sad J§ 
Because they’ve lost a son—their lad—| 
*Tis much to comfort those who weep § 
Because the road seems much too steepy 
"Tis much to help youth—our Future § 

Church— | 
Love all peoples, whatever their hurt. 
Their faith is tried; their need is great; § 
Your work is here—it cannot wait! 
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June 2, 1943 


Last month, when the World Service Appeal had priority in 
Lutheran congregations, the figure in the foreground of the Church’s 
picture was a man in military uniform. His title was chaplain, and the 
insignia of his branch of the service was a cross worn usually on-the 
collar or the lapel of his blouse. News from him concerning his work 
came at irregular intervals of time: some of it traveled thousands of 
miles before arrival at its destination. 

In this month of June, not the chaplain, but the deaconess has the 
spotlight. The two motherhouses, one in Philadelphia and the other in 
Baltimore, are focal points of interest. The successors of that Phoebe 
whom Paul authorized to go to Rome on behalf of members of his con- 
gregation are entering upon their own. The place may be a short distance 
to a parish school, but it can be—and in the experience of Sister Nora it 
has required—a dangerous trip halfway round the world. But whether 
near or far, safe or dangerous, to the extent of their numbers and 
strength, the deaconesses, like the soldiers, go where sent. 

But for one there is armament, the most deadly that human in- 
genuity can invent and great industries can fabricate. For the deaconess 
the equipment is medicine, a helping hand, the example of gentleness 
and patience. Her emblem is not a sword, but the dove. Her objective 
is peace—the peace that passeth understanding. The U. L. C. A. unites 
in prayer and good will for its highly esteemed Motherhouse families. 


THE CHURCH 


INTHE news...----- &G Elson Rubf 


Times have changed 

Ar least people have better man- 
ners in church than they once had, 
according to the evidence from St. 
Peter’s Lutheran congregation, Ser- 
bin, Texas. 

It was necessary to post on the 
church door in Serbin, in 1866, the 

following 

rules, accord- 

ing to the 
ae Concordia 
oe | Historical In- 

stitute Quar- 
terly: 

(1) It is for- 
bidden that 
men wear hats 
during wor- 
: ship. 

(2) It is not permitted for anyone 
to smoke a pipe or chew tobacco in 
the church. 

(3) It is forbidden that anyone 
should carry six-shooters or any 
other weapons into the church... . 

(9) It is not permitted to comb 
or arrange the hair during worship. 


(10) It is also forbidden to enter . 


the parsonage without permission 
while the pastor is in the church. 


Cutting down salaries 


Leapers of the Church of England 
seem to think that they could get 
along. on less money. The Arch- 
bishop of York, Dr. C. F. Garbett, 
has requested that his income be 
reduced from £9,000 to £4,500 an- 
nually. 

It is also proposed that the sal- 
aries of Dr. William Temple, Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury (£15,000) and 
Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, Bishop of Lon- 
don (£10,000) be cut in half. Min- 
imum salaries of £400 a year for 
Anglican clergymen have been rec- 
ommended by a church commission. 
Out of approximately 12,000 active 
clergymen the net salaries of more 
than 5,000 are under £400 at present. 
Four thousand ministers have sal- 
aries between £400 and £500, and 
more than 1,500 receive between 
£500 and £600. Fewer than 1,500 
earn between £600 and £2,000. 
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Church of England clergymen in 
Canada heard a proposal for equal 
salaries for all, at the annual synod 
of the diocese of Montreal. This re- 
cent proposal would provide one 
basic salary for all clergymen re- 
gardless of their church, with spe- 
cial allowances based on their par- 
ticular needs, such as size of family 
and other factors. The project would 
include establishment of a central 
fund from which all clergymen’s 
salaries would be paid. 


Presbyterians reach goal 

Earty in May the million-dollar 
fund of the Presbyterian Church 
U. S. A. for special wartime needs 
had been received in full. The treas- 
urer had on hand $1,000,742. Per- 
haps another hundred thousand 
would come in by June 1, it was be- 
lieved. Churches taking part in the 
effort numbered 6,612. In three 
presbyteries every church went over 
its quota. 


Food for freedom 


THE Episcopal Church has a plan 
for farm work camps for its boys and 
girls. Presiding Bishop Tucker has 
requested that the dioceses combine 
such camps with their summer con- 
ference programs. In some cases the 
boys and girls of high school age at- 
tending such camps would work four 
or five hours a day for neighboring 
farmers. 


Speaking of weddings 

Tuts is the time of year when a 
certain number of clergymen make 
their annual protest against “stunt 
weddings” and singing sentimental 
songs such as “Oh, Promise Me” or 
“Because I Love You” at church 
weddings. The Living Church crit- 
icizes the families who go all out for 
society weddings, because “an urge 
to keep up with the Joneses throws 
them all off balance when a member 
of the family is to be married.” 

If the rector is not on guard, his 
church building is snatched com- 
pletely out of his control for the time 
being by professional decorators. 
“The wedding procession ceases to 


‘ate refused to concede the minor 


; 
\ 


be a dignified method of approach- 
ing the altar and becomes a fashion | 
parade.” People are frequently of 
fended if their rector declines to | 
allow Holy Matrimony to be turned | 
into a holy show. 

Speaking of the favorite ballads] 
often sung at weddings, Canon W. H. 
Davidson of the diocese of Montreal | 
calls them “sentimental slush,” and 
describes them as having nothing at 
all in common with the ceremony. 


And baptisms 


PERHAPS some eyebrows are raised | 
over a baptism by telephone per- | 
formed recently by Bishop Herbert | 
Welsh of the Methodist Church. The | 
infant daughter, of Mr. and Mrs, | 
John M. Herbert, third generation of | 
the Herbert family to be baptized by 
the eighty-year-old New York 
bishop, was held before an impro- | 
vised font in the Herbert home in| 
Oregon, while Bishop Welsh, 3,000 | 
miles away, read the baptismal | 
ritual. As the bishop pronounced | 
the words, “I baptize thee .. . ,” the | 
child’s father dipped his ads in the 
water and performed the baptism. i 


Slovaks protest 


A siIsHop of the Evangelical 
Church in Slovakia, Stefan S. Ousu- | 
sky, is reported to have appealed to 
the chief of state for the immediate | 
recall of Slovak military units from | 
the Russian front. | 

Oususky and Vladimir Cobrda are 
the two bishops of the Evangelical | 
(Lutheran) Church of Slovakia, | 
which constitutes about 7 per cent 
of the Slovak population. 

Serious complications will result 
in Slovakia if his appeal is not, 
heeded, Bishop Oususky warns. The 
Czechoslovakian legation in Wash- | 
ington states that the Evangelical | 
Church has been in opposition to the 
Nazi-dominated Slovakian govern- | 
ment since 1939, when attempts i 
were made to force changes in the 
constitution of the church. The Sen- 


t 


changes that were made, and in re- 
prisal the government dismissed the, 
theological faculty in Bratislavia. 


The Lutheran 


IN THE WORLD'S EVE 


sticks. 


transports nowadays, 


‘Carbon Dioxide is slighting its 
playboy job of fizzing drinks and 
charging siphons to magnify its pos- 
sibilities in defense and other activ- 
ities of war. (1) Carried in a steel 
bottle in a highly condensed form 
it is being applied to the hydraulic 
systems used ‘to. open bomb-bay 


_ doors and to lower landing gears on 


planes when the usual mechanism 
(2) Because of the greatly 
increased submarine dangers at- 
tending the moving of our troop 
a new in- 
flatable life-belt is provided for each 


‘soldier. In the danger zones these 


pelts. 


belts are worn day and night. Bul- 


lets of compressed liquid carbon 
dioxide are provided to inflate the 
Two are sufficient to inflate 


any belt and keep the heaviest sol- 
~dier afloat indefinitely. This carbon 


dioxide expands 450 times its liquid 
volume. (3) Rubber rafts on planes 
crashing at sea are provided with 


_ water-sensitive switches, which au- 


tomatically open release valves on 


_ two cylinders of carbon dioxide im- 
mediately upon contact with water, 
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thus providing an assured support 
for the surviving pilot and crew. 


Britain Is speeding up repairs on 


the more than 40,000 houses dam- 


aged by the destructive air raids of 
the past. The government has taken 


- over a plan proposed by George 
- Hicks, Parliamentary Secretary to 
_ the Ministry of Works. This consists 


of a voluntary pooling of 2,000 build- 
ing concerns normally engaged in 


_ maintenance and small job and re- 
_ pair work. These concerns are to be 


- grouped into repair teams in various 


strategic centers, each of which will 


be headed by a firm of standing and 


_ the drafting of extra labor and the 
_ shipment of materials to distant 


PT Be PRON ME aM I RIE Ne Sts ee 


rae *y¥ els an iis) . 


special ability. By this co-operative 
plan the government hopes to avoid 


points from a single great central 
depot. In firms employing less than 


five artisans, the head of the firm 


will have to take part in the manual 


labor if he is to profit by the job. 
Fortunately, in our land there has as 


June 2, 1943 


yet arisen no need for such emer- 
gency repair; but the idea might well 
be efficiently applied to the condi- 
tions being created by the restric- 
tions on civilian building. 


In a Recent editorial The New 
York Times commented favorably 
on Sir Richard Gregory’s plea for a 
world language as necessary to unite 
“the peoples by the delicate bonds of 
brotherhood,” which, by the way, is 
copied from a proposal first offered 
in the National Convention of the 
French early in their eighteenth cen- 
tury revolution. It is interesting as 
running parallel to the plan for a 
universal coinage. Additional sup- 
port for the project is sought in a 
comparison with the universality of 
mathematical symbols, of the Morse 
code in navigation, of chemical terms 
and musical notation. The growing 
use’ of Esperanto, a manufactured 
language which is said to be used by 
1,500,000 persons and endorsed by 
scientific and philosophic groups, as 
well as by the League of Nations, is 
another favoring argument. It might 
have a limited value. However, it is 
extremely doubtful that oneness of 
language will produce a unity of peo- 
ples in understanding. Language is 
a living thing and not merely a ma- 
chine for expressing a community of 
interests in some common form. 
True, a Greek dialect was for some 
centuries the common speech of the 
ancient world of commerce and 
mingled races; Latin reigned through 
the Middle Ages in the church and 
the world of scholars; French is still 
pre-eminent in diplomacy, as English 
is now supreme in the world’s mar- 
ket-place. Yet the deeper thoughts 
and longings of every race still find 
their most lasting expression in a 
speech that springs from their past 
and out of their hearts. 


Apropos of the many rabid plans 
to “decontaminate” an eventually 
defeated Germany and Japan—ster- 
ilization, dismemberment, wholesale 
individual elimination—attention 
should be given to a letter published 


Ky Gulius F Seebach 


in the New York News (April 14) 
by a “Belgian-American”’ concerning 
the futility of such mass procedures. 
He cites various experiences of his 
own nation, on the receiving. end, as 
the “most decontaminated country 
on earth.” This was first attempted 
by the Romans (57 B. c.-a. D. 445) 
and resulted only in “polluting the 
language of two fifths of them” (the 
Walloons). The Franks, with the 
same end in view, did no better 
(445-878). The Burgundians like- 
wise failed in a similar purpose 
(1400-1482). Then the Austro-Span- 
ish dynasty took over; and though 
they had the merciless help of the In- 
quisition, they also failed. Napoleon 
was the next to try his hand, and 
after him the Dutch; both failed. 
Therefore, asks this Belgian-Amer- 
ican, “who is going to decontaminate 
80,000,000 truculent, cunning, war- 
loving Germans and a sprawling nest 
of 70,000,000 treacherous, ambitious 
Japs, when nothing could prevail 
over mild-mannered Belgians, who 
even now only number 8,000,000, 
through 2,000 years?” 


Just Think of It: Admirers of Rube 
Golberg’s outlandish mechanical 
devices will be interested to know 
that a top-rank official in charge of 
a big war-control program says that 
Rube’s wildest fantasies cannot ap- 
proach the fantastic machinery he is 
called upon to run. .. . Less than 
twenty lawyers attend to all the legal 
preparations needed by the British 
price controllers, but Prentiss 
Brown, our price administrator, has 
2,700 lawyers, and is finding his way 
blocked to reduce their number. .. . 
By far the largest and most impor- 
tant priority set aside for Russia is 
not for war materials but for food. 
... The shortage of physicians and 
dentists for ministering to civilian 
needs is growing so serious that pub- 
lic health officials are worried about 
the health of the home front. The 
chief cause recognized is the num- 
ber of these withdrawn from civilian 
service though not yet on active duty 
with armed forces. 


The Church in Prison 


Little Known, Undervalued Facts the Church Should Heed 


Special to “The Lutheran” 


“One of the most fertile fields for 
the activities of the Boards of Social 
Missions in the Lutheran Church is 
in the prison population of the coun- 
try—for economic salvage, social re- 
generation and spiritual uplift.” 

These words are found in an un- 
usual article which comes from the 
pen of a man who is serving a term 
as a prisoner in one of the state pris- 
ons of our country. It is doubtful 
that this man knows how much is 
being done by the representatives of 
the Lutheran Church over the coun- 
try for the prisoner and his family. 
He, with others, probably does not 
know that some of the best Prot- 
estant prison chaplains serving fed- 
eral or state prisons are Lutheran 
pastors, while Inner Mission or In- 
stitutional Pastors and parish min- 
isters in widely scattered areas of 
the United States are quietly, week 
in and week out, ministering the 
Word and the Sacraments and work- 
ing under God miracles of spiritual 
release for men behind the cold grey 
walls of prisons. As one of the best 
of them often says to prisoners, “I 
can’t get you out of prison, but God 
can get the prison out of you.” 

Statistics of the church’s ministry 
to prisoners have not been separated 
from other institutional visitations; 
but they will surprise the church 
member when they are available. 

Our prisoner-author has a good 
deal to say that it is well for the 
church member to read and ponder. 
Written out of first-hand experience 
with fellow prisoners and with an 
understanding of the factors in- 
volved, the following paragraphs are 
worthy of study. 


IN ACCOUNT WITH CORRECTION 


“A recent publication of the New 
York State Committee on the Youth 
Correction Authority Plan sum- 
marizes the prison statistics in that 
state, setting forth ‘the disturbing 
record of twenty years,’ from 1920 to 
1940—an increase in state prisoners 
from 6,692 to 18,195, and an increase 
in annual expenditures from 
$3,641,363 to $16,062,925, or from 
$544 to $883 a year per inmate. 

“As shown by the last report of 


the State Parole Board during the 
year 1941, throughout New York, 
853 indeterminate sentence parolees 
were declared delinquent, and as 
parole violators were returned to the 
penal institutions of that state. Their 


maximum delinquent time averaged 


four years, or a total of 3,412 man- 
years. This represents a cost of 
$3,000,000 in maihtenance which 
might have been saved if they might 
all have been kept under parole 
supervision. 

“Eivery prison man-year that can 
be averted, every term that can be 
shortened by prompt parole, every 
added year that can be avoided by 
maintenance of parole and non-re- 
turn for violation of parole, means a 
saving of $883 to the taxpayers. 

“The cost to society on account of 
the delinquency of the parolees re- 
ferred to above was, however, much 
greater; for many of them were sup- 
porting their families as well as 
themselves, and their return to 
prison terminated that support and 
cast the families back upon relief 
rolls and Child Welfare Boards. 

“These are sometimes referred to 
as crime statistics. They can be 
multiplied, in different weightings, 
out of hundreds of institutions 
throughout the country.” 


SIGNIFICANCE TO THE CHURCH 


The author states: “A study, how- 
ever superficial, of many of the 
prison cases above cited, shows the 
absence or weakening of home and 
church influence. 

“One of the common expressions 
found in probation reports is ‘pro- 
duct of a broken home’ or ‘without 
home,’ embracing the deserted, the 
orphaned, and the illegitimate. Again 
and again the first offense against 
the law followed the divorce of 
parents or their separation.” Delin- 
quency often follows the breakdown 
of the home. _ 


Equally often, the writer points _ 


out, the delinquent is the victim of 
irreligion and godlessness in his 
youth. The church has somehow 
failed to reach with its teaching min- 
istry many who have gone instead 
along the path of error and sin. 


“What men in prison insensibly | 
reach for is anchorage. Most of them |] 
have lost all they ever had to cling | 
to. Some never had any anchor; they | 
just floated like debris in the river | 
of life. | 

“The church must supply founda- | 
tions. It is the only force today that | 
can break through the skepticism, | 
the cynicism, and disregard of others, | 
which underlie most of the offenses _ 
against society. Medical science— 
therapeutic, surgical, clinical and 
psychiatric—is needed in an increas- | 
ing number of cases. But the re- | 
generation of the spirit is the prov-— 
ince of the church. 

“This is the crying need—a rebirth | 
of the spirit. Against the reverbera- | 
tion throughout the world of harsh | 
thunder of armaments, and political | 
ery for hardness of attack, the voice 
of the church must be heard in tones © 
of sympathetic appeal; they must 
penetrate the most impervious ex- | 
teriors. i 

“The church should not be too | 
strongly condemned because it has 
not averted crime and obviated crim- | 
inals; potentialities cannot always be | 
recognized, and crime itself is of 
course relative. But from the mo- | 
ment of arraignment the church’s | 
immediate responsibility begins. 


NEEDED AT COURT 


“Alongside every defendant sum- 
moned before the bar of criminal 
justice should stand a representative 
of the church. Conviction is con- 
demnation of the individual; it: is 
also in a sense a declaration of the 
failure of the church. But redemp- 
tion can include the church as well 
as the individual. The church should 
accompany the convicted man with- 
in the walls, sustain him even when 
it is flouted, encourage him when 
everything else has failed, bring his — 
home and family to him, be ready to 
accept him when released, furnish 
him employment, and surround him 
with wholesomeness, for guarantee 
against recidivism. 

“In all this the church must be 
prepared for very great discourage-— 
ment. Inmates will lie, scoff, cheat, — 
disappoint. Patience, enduring pa-— 
tience, is required; and abiding faith — 
—faith in the essential goodness of — 
human nature, confidence that al- 
ways the right will in the end tri- 
umph. -These qualities are somewhat 


(Continued on page 19) 
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Seventy-fifth Milestone Passed 


Kansas Synod at Topeka, Where Organization Began 
By ERNEST TONSING 


Wuen the Synod of Kansas and 


_ Adjacent States passed its seventy- 


fifth milestone, in session in beauti- 
ful First Church, Topeka, Kansas, 
May 4 to 6, there was no sign of de- 
clining vigor in its deliberations. 
With the usual “zeal and zip” for 
which the synod is known, business 


. was conducted and decisions arrived 


at with very little delay. Many for- 
ward looking words were uttered, 
and equally forward-looking steps 
taken to assure the world that the 
first seventy-five years in this 
“heart of the nation” area has got- 
ten the synod out of its infancy well 


-on toward youth. Although war 


conditions prevented an extensive 
diamond jubilee celebration, yet, be- 
cause synod was “born” in Topeka, 
in the original First Church, the 
place of meeting lent enchantment to 
the scene. The gavel used by Pres- 
ident George Whittecar of Tulsa, 


_ Okla., was made of wood from a pew 


in the original Topeka church, and 
had been presented synod at its 
fiftieth anniversary. 


GOOD ADMINISTRATION 


To show that congeniality and a 
co-operative spirit permeated the 
meeting, one finds that almost all the 
officers in executive positions were 
re-elected. Those coming under that 
group included: the Rev. G. R. 
Whittecar, Tulsa, Okla., president; 
the Rev. G. L. Search, Waterville, 
secretary; Mr. Wayne FEasterday, 
Topeka, . statistical secretary; and 
E. E. Stauffer, D.D., Wichita, his- 
torian. Mr. L. T. Bang, Emporia, 
treasurer, was returned to his office 
for the twenty-second consecutive 
term, which is still something of a 
record in the United Lutheran 
Church in ‘America. Other re-elec- 
tions included the Rev. R. E. Range- 
ler, host pastor, to the Tabitha Home 
Board of Trustees, and the Rev. 
Ernest Tonsing, Emporia, as editor 
of The Kansas Synod Lutheran, of- 
ficial monthly paper. 5 

Other posts were filled as follows: 
Lay members on the Executive Com- 
mittee: Ferris Hill, Emporia; Paul 
Darby, Salina, and Ted Davis, Law- 
rence. Home Mission - Committee: 
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President Whittecar and Secretary 
Search “on duty”’ 


the Rev. Ernest Tonsing, the Rev. 
A. D. Havekost of Hays, and Mr. 
H. L. Wortz, Wichita. Midland Col- 
lege Trustees: the Rev. G. L. Search 
and Mr. Evan Tonsing, Atchison. 
This group of midwesterners likes 
to entertain guests. This year the 
visit of the Rev. Dr. F. E. Reinartz, 
representative of the United Lu- 
theran Church in America, was thor- 
oughly enjoyed. This friendly am- 
bassador contributed generously 
from his vast fund of inspiration and 
information, creating many unfor- 
gettable memories of pleasant com- 
panionship. Dr. J. C. Hershey, Lin- 
coln, Nebraska, president of the 


Evan Tonsing, Brotherhood President; Dr. F. Eppling Reinartz; 


Nebraska Synod, represented that 
body; President Fred C. Wiegman 
spoke for Midland College, Fremont, 
Nebr.; Dean T. D. Rinde was the 
Western Seminary spokesman, and 
Supt. O. W. Ebright brought word 
from Tabitha Home, Lincoln, Nebr. 
Cordial words were offered by 
Mayor Frank Warren of Topeka, 
and by the Rev. L. E. Schwartz, 
president of the Topeka Ministerial 
Association. The Rev. R. R. C. 
Friedstrom, pastor of the Augustana 
Lutheran Church in Topeka, brought 
fraternal good wishes from the 
Augustana Synod. 


CHAPLAIN KLOVER WELCOMED 


A genuine welcome was tendered 
U.S. Army Captain Chaplain W. W. 
Klover, former president of synod, 
who had been granted a leave to 
attend synodical sessions. Chaplain 
Klover took active part, conducting 
the installation for the president- 
elect of synod, and presenting the 
president’s cross. In turn, he was 
given the past-president’s cross. 

Three young men were received 
into depleting pastoral ranks in the 
persons of the Rev. O. K. Oelke, 
Glasco (now on leave of absence 
while a chaplain in the U. S. Army), 
and the Rev. Herbert Pett, Lan- 
caster, both transferred from the 
Midwest Synod; and the Rev. Sam- 
uel Jensen, Sedalia, Mo., from the 
Illinois Synod. Mr. William Eller, 
student in Western Seminary, was 
licensed for one year. Dr. W. I. Guss, 
supply pastor at Trinity Church, 
Kansas City, Kansas, was made an 
advisory member of synod. 

(Continued on page 14) 


Convention Chaplain, J. Ernest Messer; Pastor R. E. Rangeler 


As of May Tenth 


Quartet of U.L.C.A. Synods Hold Simultaneous Conventions 


(Top) Pres. C. E. Jensen, 
Michigan Synod 


(Above) John C. Hershey, 
D.D., President, 
Nebraska Synod 


How Big? 
U. L..C. A.'s Representative Reinartz 


Started Nebraska Synod's Convention. 
On High Plane 


By ALFRED O. FRANK 


Tue bigness of God and the beauty 
of His flowers were two of the most 


vivid impressions made upon dele-- 


gates to the seventy-first annual 
convention of the Evangelical Lu- 
theran Synod of Nebraska, meeting 
in the attractive First Lutheran 
Church of North Platte, G. Keller 
Rubrecht, D.D., pastor. 

Speaking on the theme, “How Big 
Is Your Church?” at the Brother- 
hood fellowship dinner, F. Eppling 
Reinartz, D.D., Secretary of Promo- 
tion for the U. L. C. A., emphasized 
the first. The variety of blooms and 
planting, accentuated by the pro- 
fusion of tulips and variety of cacti 
in the garden adjoining the church 
testified to the second. The formal 
garden is the hobby of the pastor, 
and the results might well inspire 
others to go and do likewise. 

The Brotherhood banquet offered 
a delightful evening of fellowship 
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(Below) E. A. Piper, D.D., 
President, Iowa Synod 


(Left) H. E. Turney, D.D., 
President, Indiana Synod 


and set the pace for the convention. 
Dr. Reinartz in a masterful address 
touched the hearts and minds of all 
present. His words were a stirring 
challenge to bigger things and big- 
ger men. Also his address served as 
a heartwarming preparatory for the 
Holy Communion service of the 
next morning, at which time Pres- 
ident J. C. Hershey delivered the 
sermon and officers of synod admin- 
istered the elements. Dr. Hershey’s 
sermon dealt with the call of Christ 
to His disciples to be His witnesses. 
The convention re-elected the of- 
ficers: President, J. C. Hershey, 
D.D.; vice-president, C. B. Harman, 
D.D.; secretary, the Rev. T. F. 
Schuldt; treasurer, Mr. F. E. Wood; 
statistician, the Rev. R. V. Davis; 
historian, G. Keller Rubrecht, D.D. 
To the Executive Committee of 
synod, William A. Klink, D.D., and 
Mr. Donald Thomas, were elected. 


THIRD SON ORDAINED 


Ordained to the gospel ministry 
was graduate of Western Seminary 
Paul M. de Freese, pastor of Grace 
Church, Hooper, Nebr., who is the 
third son of the family to enter the 


‘Mr. Harry Mumm, Mr. John Shiery 


ie 
a 
ministry. Licensed for one year were 


and Mr. C. Hansen, middlers in 
Western Seminary, who will serve ; 
congregations in Leigh, Beatrice and 
Hardy for the summer, then return 
to the seminary for their senior year. 
Dr. William Klink preached the or- 
dination sermon, drawing upon his" 
rich experience of twenty-five years” 
in the ministry in a helpful message. 

Representative of the United Lise 
theran Church, Dr. F. Eppling 
Reinartz, concisely, practically and ~ 
helpfully called attention to the in-— 
ter-relations of Lutherans with other { 
Protestant bodies, speaking of a new — 
technique to be learned by us; the - 
relationships with other Lutheran — 
bodies; and the Pension Plan. He — 
also brought valuable information — 
regarding the work done by the 
boards of the church, and served as 4 
general consultant. (See page 14)4 


Hand to Ear 


President Piper's Sermon Text Set lowa : 
Synod's Convention Attitude 


By DAVID E. ROBISON 


THE eighty-ninth annual conven- 
tion of the United Lutheran Synod — 
in Iowa was entertained May 10-12 — 
by First Lutheran Church, Cedar 
Rapids, a congregation that has rea-— 
son to rejoice this year because it 
is just fourteen years the junior of — 
the synod itself. First Church was — 
founded in 1868, and has had a noble > 
record of service which is being con- 
tinued today under the leadership of 
the Rev. Paul Luther Miller. | 

The synodical Women’s Mission- — 
ary Society met concurrently at the — 
church and joined with the synod in — 
several special services. Both con- — 
ventions joined in the opening serv- — 
ice of Holy Communion on the — 
afternoon of May 10. The president — 
of synod, E. A. Piper, D.D., of Fair- — 
field, delivered the sermon, based © 
on Jeremiah 37: 17: “Is there any — 
word from the Lord?” That these — 
are eternal words for every age was — 
pointed out clearly by other texts — 
from the Bible. The pastor loci and — 


‘officers of synod assisted in the serv-_ 


4 


ice. 
In the evening, Mrs. M. E. Redeen : 
of Newton, president of the Women’s 
Missionary Society, was in charge of 
the service. Speaking on a hopeful — 
trend of understanding, Miss Selma — 
Bergener, former missionary to Japan — 


4 
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and now. promotional secretary of 
the national society, told of the need 
of a sympathetic attitude toward the 
Japanese people. The _ traditional 
candlelight Life and In Memoriam 
membership service which followed 
was conducted by Mrs. R. W. Livers 
of Council Bluffs. 

The convention chaplain, Walter 
A. Voss, D.D., of Sioux City, con- 
ducted the Matin Service the next 
day. His subject was “Wayside 
Shrines.” On Wednesday morning he 
spoke on “Sons of God.” 

The four business sessions of the 
convention took half-hour recesses 
to hear four positive and challenging 
inspirational addresses by the Rev. 
Harmon J. McGuire of Elgin, II. 
This eloquent and earnest messenger 
of the Lord spoke from his heart on 
the subjects, “Hearts to Mend,” “The 
Call to the Colors,” “We Are Ex- 
pendable,” and “The Ambassador 
Before His King.” The pastors, 
whom he addressed particularly, 
gained in appreciation of their high 
calling. 


POSITIVE MESSAGES 

_ Expressing an equally positive 
need for loyal service to the Church 
of the Lord were two presentations 
by Mr. Arthur P. Black, executive 
secretary of the Laymen’s Move- 
ment, who was the representative of 
the U. L. C. A. He gave some of the 
high lights of the Louisville conven- 
tion, emphasized our benevolence 
: (See page 12) 


For the World's Need 


President Turney, Indiana Synod, 
Offered the Christian's Faith 


By G. E, MULLENDORE 


_ Ir was the privilege of the Indiana 
Synod to hold its ninety-sixth annual 
convention in St. John’s Church; 
Anderson, Ind., in connection with 
the fiftieth anniversary of the or- 
ganization of this congregation. The 
Rev. Roy B. Setzer, recently in- 
stalled pastor of the congregation 
ho came from the Virginia Synod, 
was most genial in hospitality, and 
he people of St. John’s responded 
eartily to the convention’s needs. 

. President H. E. Turney in his 
pening sermon on the “Everlasting 
Gospel” set the spiritual tone of the 
onvention. The real need of the 
orld is for the Gospel, and the first 
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task of the church is to preach that 
Gospel. The Gospel in action is the 
only way to secure real victory and 
lasting peace. The foundation of the 
new world order must rest in Jesus 
Christ, and the content of its life 
must be that of the Everlasting 
Gospel. 

In his annual report Dr. Turney 
was keenly conscious of Christian 
responsibility in time of war. He 
stated, “In war or peace Christians 
are determined that righteousness 
shall prevail throughout the earth. 
To that end every Christian should 
set himself to the task of an active 
faith in God, which alone ‘over- 
cometh the world,’ and, also, to the 
services of citizenship, by which we 
hope to gain a victory for all the 
Christian freedoms and virtues, as 
we believe they ought to have the 
right to prevail throughout the 
world. In the midst of war, Chris- 
tians are deeply concerned about 
peace. However, they want a peace 
that is born of the Holy Spirit in the 
hearts of men.” 


LUTHERAN WORLD ACTION 


Dr. Charles B. Foelsch, president 
of the Chicago Lutheran Seminary, 
Maywood, IIl., was the special rep- 
resentative of the United Lutheran 
Church in America. He_ brought 
forcefully to ‘the attention of the 
synod the significant actions of the 
Louisville Convention of ‘the U. L. 
C. A. The responsibility of the 
church in these times is normally 
that of fostering strong congrega- 
tional life and maintaining the in- 
stitutions of the church. In these 
days, however, that responsibility is 
tremendously enlarged through 
urgent emergency tasks of our mis- 


sions abroad, and ministering ef-_ 


fectively to the shifting population 
centering in the defense-industry 
areas. Above all the most immediate 
task facing the church is whole- 
hearted support of the program for 
Lutheran World Action. 

Advance reports from a number 
of the congregations in synod that 
have already conducted the appeal 
for Lutheran World Action are most 
encouraging. Many have received 
their full quota and others have 
more than doubled their quotas. 
With the inspiration of this momen- 
tum already abroad in the synod, 
the hopes of a 100 per cent response 
“In Indiana” are high. (See p. 13) 


In the Altar’s Light 


Michigan Synod's Devotions Opened 
Minds and Hearts 


By WILLIAM S. AVERY 


PrRoBABLY there is no better indi- 
cation of the spirit of the Michigan 
Synod than that shown by its pas- 
tors and lay delegates in their at- 
tendance at the devotional services 
of its twenty-third annual conven- 
tion held in Augsburg Church, De- 
troit, Mich., May 10-12. It has been 
the privilege of your reporter to at- 
tend the conventions of many synods, 
but never before have the devotions 
attracted such a large percentage of 
the delegates so consistently. Much 
of the credit is due to the worship- 
ful services arranged by the conven- 
tion chaplain, the Rev. A. C. Larsen 
of Redeemer Church, Lansing. Be- 
sides the usual devotional hours, 
the chaplain conducted the Com- 
munion Service Monday evening, 
the annual service of prayer Tues- 
day afternoon, and a special syn- 
odical service Tuesday morning. 

The president of synod, the Rev. 


_C. E. Jensen, brought both the com- 


munion meditation, “Our Father, 
Forgive Us,” and the synodical mes- 
sage, “The Necessity of Our Min- 
istry.” The latter proved to be the 
high point of the entire convention. 
So stirred were the delegates that 
they voted to print copies of the ser- 
mon and distribute them to all coun- 
cilmen throughout the synod. 


THE BENEVOLENCE SPIRIT 

Such a worshipful spirit is bound 
to manifest itself in other practical 
ways. One of these manifestations 
was revealed in the benevolent giv- 
ing of the synod. The statistician’s 
report showed that 98.48 per cent of 
the apportionment had been paid, 
and that in two years’ time the 
unapportioned benevolences had in- 
creased 93.38 per cent. Sixteen con- 
gregations paid their full apportion- 
ment quota with an excess, and two 
others paid in full, although their 
last remittance was too late for of- 
ficial recognition. 

When it comes to Lutheran World 
Action, the synod’s record is one of 
the best, if not the best, in the 
United Lutheran Church: $3,392.79 
had been received, just $7.21 short 
of 100 per cent! Aided by the stir- 
ring challenge of R. R. Belter, D.D., 

(See page 12) 


Bishop Leonard 

Tuts paragraph is written under 
the shock of the news that our neigh- 
bor, Bishop Adna Wright Leonard, 
crashed in Iceland while on his visit 
to the battle fronts to confer with 
chaplains at the request of President 
Roosevelt... . We talked with him 
the day before he left Washington. 
He had promised to make his first 
public statement on return under 
the auspices of the Washington Fed- 
eration of Churches, perhaps with 
national radio hook-up. . . . Bishop 
Leonard inspired that which the 
world needs most today—courage. 
.. . He was an iron man... . Things 
moved in his area. .. . He combined 
conservatism in theology with rigid 
administration. .... He is the only 
man we know who rivaled Dr. 
Knubel in parliamentary procedure. 
There hasn’t been a Speaker of the 
House or President of the Senate in 
ten years in his class. .. . We looked 
with green envy at his amazing ad- 
ministrative gifts.... He was a man’s 
man. At sixty-eight he could work 
several hours a day more than the 
average of us... . We salute you, 
Bishop, on the slopes of glory. 


About the Village 


Irvin S. Coss has been in town for 
the past several weeks, sick a-bed. 
He told a young lady correspondent 
that two perfect strangers had been 
waiting outside his room “praying 
that he would get well or ‘sumthin’ 
so that they could have his room.” 
When asked whether he would write 
about Washington he replied, “I’ve 
made a resolution to do no more 
writing about morbid subjects. I 
like to remember this town as a 
sleepy village with a Southern at- 
mosphere, where nobody was in a 
hurry but the incoming administra- 
tion.” 

Federation of Churches 


THE recent annual meeting of the 
Federation, held in the Presidential 
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By OSCAR F. BLACKWELDER 
AND 


RALPH W. LOEW 


Room of the new Statler Hotel, was 
an inspiring and resolute gathering. 
Entering the new year with organ- 
izational successes unparalleled, the 
Federation is in position to take even 
more’ aggressive and forward-look- 
ing steps. High light of the program 
was the panel discussion,: “Is the 
Church Preparing America for To- 
morrow?” featuring Dr. Roswell P. 
Barnes of the Federal Council of 
Churches, Mr. J. B. Calkins of the 
National Y. W. C. A. Board, Judge 
Bolitha Laws, eminent Washington 
churchman, Dean William Stuart 
Nelson of Howard University, and 
Dr. Walter H. Judd, former medical 
missionary and now member of Con- 
gress. Dr. Judd summed up the 
spirit of the evening with a plea for 
a church “changed and charged to 
face this calamitous world.” The 
more than 800 representatives of the 
churches of the Nation’s Capital re- 
solved to move their faith beyond 
“the conversation level.” Dr. Fred- 
erick E. Reissig has the chance of 
his life as executive secretary. 


With the Lutherans 


Dr. RatpH H. Lone of the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council and the 
Rev. Orville Lueck, Defense Chap- 
lain from Baltimore, were speakers 
at a recent Lutheran World Action 
meeting in Grace Church... . Every 
church in this area is committed to 
its quota in the appeal and more. ... 
Lutheran chaplains stationed in the 
city include Chaplain Joseph O. 
Ensrud, Chaplain Herman H. Heuer 
and Chaplain Edmund W. Weber, all 
in the Office of the Chief of Chap- 
lains, and Chaplain Charles D. Trex- 
ler, Post Chaplain of the Army Med- 
ical Center. 


WAVES 

THE total cost of housing the 
WAVES in Washington at this date 
is $2,077 per day, according to re- 
ports made to the House Naval Af- 
fairs Committee. It takes an average 


of $93.60 a month to house each of 
the 151 officers and $75.90 a month 
to quarter each of the 677 enlisted 
personnel. Dormitories are now be- 
ing erected which will accommodate 
2,400 WAVES, 300 SPARS and 300 
MARINES. Many men have not 
been moved out of town to date, but 
that is supposed to happen. Mean- 
while the hotels aren’t sorry abou 

the lucrative business. 


Mayor McKeldin 


WASHINGTON doesn’t have a mayor 
and we like the idea, so we are going 
outside the “parish” for this story. 
Theodore Roosevelt McKeldin was 
inaugurated Mayor of Baltimore to- 
day. . . . He sent one of your cor- 
respondents a personal invitation to 
share the occasion, and we went.... 
Ted has been a prized friend for 
nearly eighteen years. . . . He’s an- 
other example of a humble boy who 
by grit, talent, good sense, clean liv- 
ing, hard work and high principles 
rises to the top like cream to the top 
of milk. .. . Away with the notion 
that a man has to get dirty in pol- 
itics. . . . Interesting, by the way, 
that the Mayor of Baltimore and 
Governor of Maryland neither drink 
nor smoke. . . . Ted began his in- 
augural address by reading Gala- 
tians 6: 1-10 on which he had just 
laid his hands to take the oath of 
office. . . . Why doesn’t our church 
inspire more good men of real ability 
to run for public office? There are 
many, many fine men in Congress, 
but the Lutheran Church has not 
produced her share. 
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Jitters 


RUMOR-LADENED Washington 
buzzed with some more irresponsible 
talk last week. There were vicious 
rumors about impending race riots. 
Seemingly, certain pressure groups 
focused the gossip on the local trans- 
portation system, demanding posi- 
tions for negroes. Any realist and 
Christian (to us the two are the 
same) knows the race problem is 
difficult and therefore one to be 
tackled intelligently. 


Sad Ending 


APPROXIMATELY 3,800 admissions | 
were reported by the psycopathic 
ward of Gallinger Hospital, Wash- 
ington’s municipal institution ded- | 
icated to healing. The saddest part 
of this statistic is that 2,600 of this 
number were for alcoholism. 
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Enoch walked with God: and he 


_ was not; for God took him. 


Genesis 5: 24 


Apam walked with God in the 
Garden, then truantly kept com- 
pany with Satan. The gates of Para- 
dise were closed to the transgressor, 
and death bolted even more tightly 
the bars. But faith leads heaven- 
ward all men who are Enoch-like. 


Such godly souls die not, but walk 


forever with God. ‘Whosoever 
Jiveth and believeth in me shall 
never. die,’ promises He Who is “the 
resurrection and the life.” 


+ + + 


Behold, there appeared a chariot 
of fire, and horses of fire, which 
parted them both asunder; and 
Elijah went up by a whirlwind into 
heaven. II Kings 2: 11 


In the outstanding movie, “The 
Human Comedy,” is portrayed some- 
what of comedy and even more of 
tragedy; but the chief appeal is in 
its spiritual realism and religious 
undertone. The ethereal presence 


_ and soulful messages of the departed 


father and of the soldier son killed 
in combat appear in the midst of a 


halo of light. A “chariot of fire,” 


whether in the feverish pain or the 


_ deathbed or in the heat of battle, 
- may part us asunder from loved 


ones; but the triumphant faith and 
pervasive peace that come to believ- 


_ ing hearts transform the attendant 
_ “whirlwind” from a token of divine 


wrath into a means of lifting our be- 

loved Elijahs out of their struggles 
into their eternal reward. 
+ + fs 

And he led them out until they 


_ were over against Bethany. 


Luke 24: 50 


Sai David Livingstone, “the 
“pathfinder of Africa”:. “Without 
Christ, not one step; with Him, any- 
where.” His words were not pious 
preachment; he lived and practiced 
them as he pushed back step by step 


into Africa, following in the steps of 


his Master. “Anywhere with Jesus 
I can safely go,” be it on the priv- 
ileged plains of Bethany ascents or 
in the jungle ways of life’s uncer- 
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tain pathfindings. The true disciple 
worries not about what lies beyond, 
but rejoices in the company of the 
unseen Guide. : 


+ + + 


And when he had said _ these 
things, as they were looking, he was 
taken up; and a cloud received him 
out of their sight. Acts 1:9 


THE small boy, holding his father’s 
hand as the two walked the streets 
of a strange city, was asked where 
they were going. “I don’t know, 
father, but you do,” was the youth’s 
reply. Such faith leads to final 
knowledge. Such confidence de- 
velops courage to go on fearlessly 
even when the Hand at times may 
seem to be removed. Dark clouds of 
doubt and despondency that some- 
times shroud the vision will merge 
into the bright cloud of special rev- 
elation within which we recognize 
the presence of the ascended Lord. 
From higher realms and in wider 
areas He points the way for His fol- 
lowers as they go on in faith. 


+ ~ ~ 


When he ascended on high, he 
led captivity captive, and gave gifts 
unto me. Ephesians 4: 8 


Henry Forp claimed that his 
gigantic Willow Run aircraft factory 
could turn out, under certain condi- 
tions, 1,000 airplanes daily. What in- 
terests us even more than his pro- 
duction of great sky battleships 
today are his predictions as to the 
blessings of the airplane tomorrow. 
They are as aerial preludes of heay- 
enly blessings from the Creator of 
all things, Who delights in overcom- 
ing evil and even more in bestowing 
gifts for man’s eternal good. When 
Jesus “ascended on high” to further 
from the throne His redeeming work, 
He enlisted the choicest workmen to 
carry on in His name. To apostles, 
prophets, evangelists, pastors, teach- 
ers, He gave special gifts, to the end 
of building His Kingdom on earth. 


+ + + 


Even Jesus: whom the heaven 
must receive until the times of res- 


titution of all things. Acts 3: 20, 21 


By J. WILLIAM McCAULEY 


WE have tried to picture Jesus as 
a village carpenter turned teacher 
and preacher, healer, and revolu- 
tionizing leader of men. Somehow 
He still remains on the lower levels 
of humanity until we face Him in 
His divine descension and ascension 
on Good Friday and Ascension Day. 
For forty days He was tempted as 
man, and for.a like period annually 
His disciples follow the way to the 
crucifixion. Then for forty days they 
behold Him in divine manifestations 
from the time of His resurrection 
until His ascension to the right hand 
of God, when the clouds close the 
shutters to mortal vision. But faith 
assures us that this Man, “even 
Jesus,’ is the world’s Saviour, 
“whom the heaven must receive un- 
til the time of restitution of all 
things, when He will judge the world 
and gather to Himself His elect. 


+ + + 


Amen: Blessing, and glory, and 
wisdom, and thanksgiving, and 
honor, and power, and might, be 
unto our God for ever and ever. 
Amen. Revelation 7; 12 


InTo one mighty hallelujah chorus 
shall be gathered the choirs of all 
ages and all realms. The antiphonals 
of David and the choicest refrains 
that shall have resounded along the 
corridors of time shall be as preludes 
only to the glorias in the celestial 
city when the voices of earth’s 
sweetest singers shall join with the 
angels and archangels and all the 
hosts of heaven in the rapture that 
is to come. The arches of heaven 
shall reverberate with music, the 
like of which has never been known. 
The angelic choirs shall unite with 
the redeemed in their adorations to 
the King of creation and Saviour of 
mankind. 

PRAYER 

GRANT, we beseech Thee, Almighty 
God, that like as we do believe Thy 
Only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to have ascended into the 
heavens; so may we also in heart 
and mind thither ascend, and with 
Him continually dwell. Amen. 


VW 


Hand to Ear 
(Continued from page 9) 


objective, and spoke with conviction 
on Lutheran World Action. 

Another speaker who spoke with 
power was Lt. Col. Andrew J. Boe, 
chaplain at the Schick General Hos- 
pital at Clinton, Iowa. Chaplain Boe, 
a pastor of the Norwegian Lutheran 
Church in America, was a chaplain 
in World War I as well. He urged 
his 300 to 400 hearers at the conven- 
tion banquet in the Hotel Montrose 
to love the church and give them- 
selves to it, that the great ideals of 
America for which the soldiers strive 
may be kept strong. 

J. O. Simon, D.D., of Nevada, a 
former pastor of First Church, Cedar 
Rapids, spoke briefly at the banquet 
in recognition of the seventy-fifth 
anniversary of the congregation. 

Another speaker heard during the 
convention with special interest was 
Chaplain Donald Helm, formerly of 
Iowa Falls. He told in a few words 
of the nature of his work and of the 
need for more chaplains. 

The business sessions proceeded 
with their usual dispatch and good 
will. President Piper, assisted by 
Ralph W. Livers, D.D., of Council 
Bluffs, vice-president and chairman 
of the Committee on Reference and 
Counsel, kept the work moving along 
steadily, so that the business was 
concluded well within the schedule. 

The statistician, the Rev. Maurice 
E. Lesher of Clinton, gave a report 
with “honey and vinegar” and made 
his customary awards for prompt- 
ness and accuracy in the return of 
parochial reports. Sunday school and 
youth work have shown an unfor- 
tunate decrease. 

Mr. J. L. Berger of Cedar Rapids 
gave his seventeenth annual treas- 
urer’s report in his usual concise 
way and expressed his pleasure at 
having such a commendable report 
to make. 

Representatives from institutions 
and organizations were presented 
and given an opportunity to tell of 
their interests. Among those heard 
were: Dr. Rudolph Schulz of Car- 
thage College, Dr. P. W. H. Fred- 
erick and Dr. Thomas Rinde of 
Western Theological Seminary, Dr. 
O. W. Ebright of Tabitha Home, the 
Rev. LeRoy F. Weihe of Nachusa 
Home, Miss Virginia Wint of Des 
Moines, president of the Luther 
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League of Iowa; Mrs. M. E. Redeen, 
president of the synodical Women’s 
Missionary Society; and Mr. Hiner P. 
Juel of Council Bluffs, president of 
the synodical Brotherhood (which 
held its convention at First Church 
on Sunday, May 9). 

New pastors received formally 
into the synod were David Funk of 
Muscatine, Marvin Lee of Mason 
City, Max Geissler of Tipton, and 
Paul Miller of Cedar Rapids. The 
ministerium voted to license Richard 
Miller, son of J. R. Miller, D.D., of 
Davenport, for one year. He has 
completed his middle year at West- 
ern Seminary and is supplying the 
church at Missouri Valley. Two of 
his brothers are pastors in the synod. 
Also licensed for one year was 
Ernest Switzer of Fairfield, a grad- 
uate of Western Seminary, who is 
serving a church at Hildreth, Nebr. 


OFFICERS RE-ELECTED 


The election of officers of synod 
was completed quickly. Re-elected 
were: President, E. A. Piper, D.D.; 
vice-president, R. W. Livers, D.D.; 
secretary, the Rev. Ralph M. 
Krueger of Iowa City; treasurer, Mr. 
J. L. Berger; statistician, the Rev. 
M. E. Lesher; historian and necrol- 
ogist, W. H. Blancke, D.D. (retired 
and now living at Newton); editor 
of the Iowa Synod Lutheran, the 
Rev. David E. Robison of Sioux City. 

Other offices filled were: Trustee 
of Nachusa, Mr. Hugo Wolf; trustee 
of Western Seminary, the Rev. 
George P. Krebs of Des Moines; 


trustees of Carthage College, Mr. 


J. L. Berger and E. A. Piper, D.D.; 
trustees of Tabitha Home, R. W. 
Livers, D.D., and Mr. George Lueke; 
representative to the Iowa Lutheran 
Welfare Society, the Rev. A. M. 
Simonsen of Des Moines; members 
of the synodical board, F. J. Weertz, 

D., of Des Moines, Mr. Einer P. 
Juel of Council Bluffs, and Mr. R. E. 
LeMont of Cedar Rapids. 


Elected President of the 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania 


Emil E. Fischer, D.D., professor of 
Systematic Theology at the Lu- 
theran Theological Seminary at 
Philadelphia, was elected president 
of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania 
and Adjacent States (May 25) on 
the fourth ballot. He has been serv- 
ing as president of this synod since 
Dr. Pfatteicher’s death last January. 


In the Altar’s Light 


' (Continued from page 9) 


president of the Wartburg Synod | 
and official representative of the 
United Lutheran Church, synod is’ 
resolved to oversubscribe their sug- 
gested 1943 quota. Dr. Belter ably 
presented the general work of the’ 
church in a talk that resembled a 
forceful sermon, but rose to the 
heights in appealing for the success 
of the Lutheran World Action. 4 


f 
a 


AN UNUSUAL FEATURE 


Another way in which the Spiral 
of the synod was made manifest lay 
in the manner or mode of the annual | 
synodical banquet Tuesday evening. , 
The host congregation was celebrat- 
ing the first anniversary of the ded- 
ication of its new building. As an 
expression of gratitude for synod’s 
help over the years—particularly in. 
its non-interest-bearing loan from 
the Church Extension Fund—Augs- 
burg Church served the banquet at 
its own expense. An offering of 
$82.65 was received for Lutheran 
World Action, The Lutheran Char- 
ities A Cappella Choir of Detroit, 
Mr. Kenneth Jewel director, sang 
several sacred and secular selections 

The Rev. Carl W. Satre of Augs- 
burg Church, Toledo, brought the 
main address, “The Backward 
Glance and the Forward Look 
Through the Eyes of the Church.” 
His message opened the eyes of 
those present to many a field which 
the Lutheran Church ought to be 
entering with its fullest endeavors. 
Possibly Mr. Satre’s message had 
some bearing upon synod’s action 
taken the next day, authorizing one 
of its committees to investigate the 
possibility of beginning home mis- 
sion work among the colored people 
of Detroit. Such a movement, par-— 
ticularly at this time, holds great 
possibilities for a much needed evan- 
gelistic expansion. i 

Besides Dr. Belter and Pastor 
Satre, synod was privileged to hear 
Mr. Harry Hodges, executive secre- 
tary of the Board of Ministerial Pen-— 
sions and Relief; Dr. A. M. Knudsen, 
Board of American Missions; the 
Rev. E. Theodore Bachman of Chi-— 
cago Lutheran Seminary; Dr. R. E, 
Tulloss, president of Wittenberg Col- 
lege; and the Rev. Ralph Mortenson 
of the American Bible Society, who 
not only presented the work of the 


The batheeae 


Society, but told many interesting 
experiences that had come to him in 
China while under the control of the 

_ Japanese. He prophesied a great 
Christian movement spreading from 

China among the people of the yel- 
low race, and called on Christians 
_ for intensified foreign missions activ- 
ity everywhere after the war. 


SIGNIFICANT ACTIONS 


Three reports that gained much 
attention, were those of committees 
offering a revision of the constitu- 
tion, a suggested change in synod’s 
relationships to her educational in- 
stitutions and five stewardship tracts. 
One of the most significant changes 
in the constitution which was ap- 
proved for adoption at the 1944 con- 
- vention, is the creation of a commit- 
‘tee on Christian Higher Education. 

This committee will consist of rep- 
_ resentatives of the boards of Witten- 
berg College, Chicago Seminary, a 
Lutheran student pastor at a non- 
- Lutheran institution, and others. It 
_ will be charged with helping to de- 
- fine and maintain synod’s relation- 
_ ships in all these fields, together with 
_ that of ministerial education. In the 
_ future, this should prove one of the 
most important of .synod’s commit- 
_ tees. So far as the second report is 
concerned, it was finally voted to 
increase appropriations to both 
_ Hamma Divinity School and Chicago 
Lutheran Seminary. One tract the 
Stewardship Committee presented 

stirred up a fine theological debate. 
' Other significant actions included 
_the approval of the president’s rec- 
_ ommendations for the establishment 
of two conferences instead of one, 
and the beginning of a program for 
commissioning lay readers in the 
congregations of synod. The Rev. 
Ivan Miller, pastor of Messiah 
Church, Detroit; the Rev. Harold 
_Beemon, pastor of Messiah Church, 
Constantine; and the Rev. David 
_ Holland, pastor of Luther Memorial 
Church, Detroit, were admitted into 
synod by transfer from the Illinois 
Synod, the Indiana Synod, and the 

- Ohio Synod, respectively. 
- In one way the convention was 
- most unusual, if not unique. Due to 
sickness, Beccary. V. E. Kotter was 


~ 


7 unable to be present. His work was 


4 therefore divided among three for- 
mer secretaries of synod, the Rev. 
F, P. Madsen, the Rev. H. E. Schild- 
_ roth, and the Rev. William S. Avery. 
It was interesting to see a different 
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secretary handling the business of 
synod each day! 


OFFICERS RE-ELECTED 


Besides sending Mr. Kotter their 
best wishes for a speedy recovery, 
synod returned him to the secretary- 
ship. All other officers were also re- 
elected; the Rev. C. E. Jensen, 
Kalamazoo, president; the Rev. W. I. 
Hackenberg, Detroit, vice-president; 
the Rev. L. F. Gunderman, Flint, 
statistician; Mr. R. Becker, Pontiac, 
lay member of the executive com- 
mittee; and Mr. C. E. Carlson, Kala- 
mazoo, treasurer. 


For the World's Need 


(Continued from page 9) 


The membership of the synod con- 
tinues to show a steady annual gain. 
Seventy-one per cent of the appor- 
tioned benevolence was paid last 
year. Total benevolence contribu- 
tions increased more than $10,000 
over the previous year. 

The Committee on Social Missions 
was vitally concerned with wartime 
conditions facing the church. The 
need is to maintain close contact 
with our Lutheran families who are 
moving from one section of the coun- 
try to another in wartime industry. 
Necessity for Christian counsel in 
war marriages was keenly felt. Prob- 
lems of the family and home were 
emphasized as a vital part of the pro- 
gram of the church. In the midst of 
these disturbing factors the note for 
a more effective program of evan- 
gelism was clearly sounded. 


DR. FOELSCH THE BANQUET 
SPEAKER 

One of the truly high points of the 
convention was the occasion of the 
annual fellowship banquet. Martin 


‘L. Zerkel, of the host church, a 


highly esteemed layman of the 
synod, was toastmaster. About the 
speakers’ table was assembled a 
group of faithful laymen upon whom 
fitting honor, praise and wholesome 
humor were showered. The toast- 
master, in a burst of oratory con- 
suming many precious minutes, pro- 
ceeded to heap praises upon: himself 
as a faithful servant of the church 
to whom few bouquets had been 
given and little appreciation ren- 
dered. Becoming almost unbearable 
in his egotism, he was appropriately 
set in his place by several in the ban- 


quet hall who arose to respond with 
stern rebuke. In all good humor and 
in fine Christian fellowship the 
usually boring moments spent in in- 
troducing preliminary speakers, with 
their general remarks, was entirely 
eliminated. The assembled group ap- 
preciated the clever procedure of the 
toastmaster and thoroughly enjoyed 
the unique demonstration, after 
which rapt attention was given to 
the masterful address of Dr. Foelsch 
on the theme, “Not Slothful in Busi- 
ness.” 


OTHER SYNODS CONTRIBUTE 


It was a happy occasion in the 
convention when six new men who 
had applied for membership in the 
synod were presented and received: 
Harvey S. Lawrence, D.D., supply 
pastor of St. John’s, Napoleon; from 
the Rocky Mountain Synod; Carroll 
J. Rockey, D.D., of Bethany Church, 
Indianapolis, from the Michigan 
Synod; W. L. Pifer,. of Ebenezer 
Church, Indianapolis, from the 
Synod of Ohio; E. F. C. Stahl, of 
Grace Church, Logansport, from the 
Synod of Ohio; Frederick D. Dau- 
benbis, of St. Paul’s Church, Mad- 
ison, from the Synod of Ohio; and 
Roy B. Setzer, of St. John’s Church, 
Anderson, from the Virginia Synod. 
Two other members to be received 
into the synod, subject to their or- 
dination, are: Oliver A. Rajala, 
Bethel Church, Cicero, from. the 
Kentucky-Tennessee Synod, and 
John G. Frank, Unity Church, Terre 
Haute, from the Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania. 

The synod heard with interest ahd 
deep concern messages from the fol- 
lowing men: C. Franklin Koch, D.D., 
executive secretary of the Board of 
Social Missions of the U. L. C. A,, 
who is also a member of the synod; 
A. M. Knudsen, D.D., divisional sec- 
retary of English Missions of the 
Board of American Missions; Dr. 
Rees Edgar Tulloss, president of 
Wittenberg College; E. E. Flack, 
Th.D., dean of Hamma Divinity 
School; Mr. Otto K. Jensen, prom- 
inent layman of the synod and chair- 
man of the Board of Directors of 
Wittenberg College; Mr. A. R. Brane, 
newly elected business manager of 
Wittenberg College; Philip Lottich, 
assistant to President Tulloss; Dr. 
Charles B. Foelsch, president of 
Chicago Lutheran Seminary; and 
the Rev. F. F. Secrist, secretary of 
the Board of the Oesterlen Home. 
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The spiritual ministry of the 
church to the men in the armed 
forces of the nation was presented 
by two chaplains, members of the 
synod, who were privileged to be 
present: Chaplain Paul Schrope and 
Chaplain L. H. Wyandt. It was noted 
that the Indiana Synod has fur- 
nished thirteen pastors for the chap- 
laincy. As a tribute to these men the 
bulletin of reports for the convention 
carried the pictures of twelve of 
them in the uniform of their service. 
Based upon reports from every con- 
gregation of synod, as of March 15, 
there were 1,634 men, 27 women, a 
total of 1,661 in the armed forces of 
the country. This is better than ten 
per cent of the total communing 
membership of the synod. 


GOLDEN JUBILEE SERVICE 


Although the synodical sessions 
were officially closed ahead of sched- 
ule on the afternoon of May 12, a 
large majority of the delegates re- 
mained for the evening service to 
join with the host congregation on 
the occasion of their fiftieth anniver- 
sary celebration. The service was in 
charge of the pastor, the Rev. Roy B. 
Setzer. Two former pastors, F. M. 
Hanes, D.D., of Elkhart, and the 
Rev. Olen A. Peters of Indianapolis, 
brought greetings. St. John’s congre- 
gation rejoices in the fact that she 
has a beautiful and adequate church 
edifice, with the entire indebtedness 
to be liquidated by the fall of this 
year when further celebrations will 
be held. Two-sons of the congrega- 
tion have entered the gospel min- 
istry, the Rev. C. R. Defenderfer, 
serving St. Paul’s congregation, 
Frankfort, Ind.; and Chaplain Paul 
Schrope of the U. S. Army. The 
jubilee message was delivered by 
Dr. Foelsch on the subject, “God’s 
Glorious Church.” 

Dr. Turney entered upon a new 
term of office as president last year. 
Thus synod will continue to benefit 
from his efficient service and untir- 
ing effort in guiding the affairs of 
the church. Other officers re-elected 
were: vice-president, A. H. Keck, 
D.D., Richmond; secretary, the Rev. 
G. Charles Goering, Logansport; 
treasurer, John F. Holaday, Rich- 
mond. é 

The sessions of the synod were 
marked by a deep spirit of serious- 
ness and dedication, and a fellowship 
of genuine co-operation. 
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How Big? 
(Continued from page 8) 


Synod voted to ask a representa- 
tive of the Pension Board to come to 
visit synod’s territory to bring infor- 
mation to the congregations and 
clarify the work, looking toward 
closer co-operation with the Pension 
Plan. 

The needs of Midland College and 
Western Seminary received con- 
siderable attention and discussion. 
The war emergencies, shortage of 
men for the ministry and kindred 
problems culminated in the adoption 
of the recommendation of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of synod to in- 
crease the support of the college 
from sixty cents per communing 
member to one dollar. The Rev. 
A. H. Pinkall and Mr. W. A. Heuer 
were elected to the College Board of 
Trustees. 


A PROPOSED MERGER 


The many vacant parishes with 
the probability of more, create a 
serious problem calling for construc- 
tive readjustments. Looking toward 
this end, with the possibility of 
merging forces with the Midwest 
Synod, the convention instructed 
the Executive Committee to invite 
the Midwest Synod to meet jointly 
with the Nebraska Synod next year 
as a means toward closer co-opera- 
tion and united effort. 

Tabitha Home, Lincoln, Nebr., re- 
ported a service of love and showed 
evidence of good management which 
brought satisfaction to the entire 
synod. With funds for a building in- 
creased and debts met, the hope of a 
new building will be realized as soon 
as war conditions permit. L. H. 
Lesher, D.D., and William Tegt- 
meyer were elected to the Board. 

Mrs. G. K. Rubrecht, president of 
the synodical Women’s Missionary 
Society, brought the greetings of 
that body and the Rev. Henry Mon- 
nech brought the greetings of the 
Midwest Synod. 

State Brotherhood work evi- 
denced encouraging reports and re- 
elected the officers: President, D. L. 
Tyrell; vice-president, A. T. Yost; 
secretary, Anton Manser; treasurer, 
W. A. Heuer. ; 

The Rev. H. Hendricksen led the 
synod in daily devotions as chaplain. 

All in all it was a well-entertained, 
delightful session of synod. 


PACIFIC LUTHERAN 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
THE LIBRARY 


Seventy-fifth Milestone 


Passed 
(Continued from page 7) 


One saddening note was sounded 
in the memorial service for the Rev. 
S. A. Hamrick, former pastor of St. 
Mark’s, Atchison. The Rev. Ernest 
Messer, convention chaplain, memo- 
rialized this young man’s passing, in 
which the clergy of synod lost one 
who was becoming increasingly val- 
uable to the program of synod and 
the Church of Christ. 

Five men were found to be serv- 
ing in the chaplaincy of the U. S. 
Army from synod: W. W. Klover, 
J. O. Ensrud, Max Gilmer, Norburt 
Zabel, and O. K. Oelke. Chaplain 
Gilmer’s wife was present, and was 
formally recognized by synod. 

Among items of business of gen- 
eral interest, were the restoration of 
the $5 apportionment scale, drafting 
of a petition to the Board of Adjudi- 
cation of the United Lutheran 
Church in America, and acceptance 
of an invitation to hold the seventy- 
sixth annual convention in Chil- 
dren’s Memorial Church, Kansas 
City, Mo., the Rev. Dr. J. A. Mc- 
Culloch pastor. Youth work in con- 
nection with Camp Wa-Shun-Ga was 
given a vote of confidence, when the 
Rev. A. J. Beil of Lawrence was in-- 
structed as sponsor to seek arrange- 
ment for a convention at Wa-Shun- 
Ga for Leaguers this summer. The 
synodical camp had formerly been 
announced closed “for the duration.” 


AUXILIARIES IN SESSION 


Meeting in conjunction with synod 
were two of its auxiliaries, the Wo- 
men’s Missionary Society, and the 
Brotherhood. The women held their 
sixty-third annual convention dur- 
ing the full synodical session, while 
the Brotherhood met for its annual 
convocation Tuesday afternoon and 
evening, May 4. Election of Brother- 
hood officers resulted in the placing 
of Evan Tonsing, Atchison, as pres- 
ident; Paul’ Darby, Salina, vice- 
president; S. J. Turille, Emporia, 
secretary; Clyde Tressner, Topeka, 
treasurer; and Frank Hall, Hays, ex- 
ecutive committee member from the 
Western Conference. Following their 
supper meeting the men_ listened 
attentively to Dr. F. E. Reinartz’s 
address. on, ‘When Johnny Comes 
Marching Home.” 


The Lutheran 


The Pension Board Meets 


By Executive Secretary HARRY HODGES 


Tue Board of Ministerial Pensions 
and Relief met in the Muhlenberg 
Building, Philadelphia, May 7. 

It welcomed into its midst two 
new members, the Rev. A. G. Jacobi 
of Canada and Mr. B. M. Wilde, sec- 
retary of Janney and Company, in- 
vestment brokers. 

The following items from the re- 
port of the Executive Secretary will 
doubtless be of interest to the church. 

Since the last meeting of the 
Board in November 1942, fifty-three 
persons have been added to the pen- 
sion roll, amounting to $11,250 per 
annum. 

Thirteen special grants have been 
made, amounting to $786.07. 

Sixty persons have been removed 
from the roll by death and other 
causes, releasing $14,200 per annum. 

Additional relief was granted to 
twenty-five persons, amounting to 
$2,150 per annum, a saving of $1,100 
over the previous year. 


THE PENSION ROLL 


Retired Ministers $ 99,300 
Disabled Ministers ...... 36 10,800 
BV AOA OWS sede. caccsotbccetinctons 638 127,600 
Children. siicssnascnthe 109 5,450 
Missionaries (Women) 6 1,800 
- Relief Cases ...........006 25 2,150 
s $247,100 


The above does not include the 
seventeen pensioners living abroad 
whose pensions we are unable to pay 

- at the present time because of world 
conditions. 

By a special appeal the Board’s 
deficit has been reduced to 
$62,263.86. 

Thirty-nine Sunday schools, one 
Brotherhood, four individuals, and 
the Children of the Church have 

adopted orphan beneficiaries total- 
ing fifty-four children. 

The Executive Board has ac- 
ceeded to the request of the Pension 
Board permitting it to pension chil- 
dren under the original non-con- 
tributory plan to the age of eighteen 

' years. 


~ IMPORTANT RESOLUTIONS 


Two resolutions of the Louisville 
Convention .were submitted to the 
Board: 


x 


June 2, 1943 


“Resolved that 3 
“The Board of Ministerial Pensions 
and Relief and the Executive Board 
are requested to study the question 
of, and, if possible to establish, a 
reserve from which funds may be 
withdrawn for temporary use for 
the maintenance of the regularity 
of pension payments and for other 
purposes.” 


It was not apparent at the moment 
how such a reserve could be estab- 
lished when the Board was faced 
with a large deficit, and the matter 
was referred to the Finance Com- 
mittee for study and report. 


“Resolved that 

“The Board of Ministerial Pensions 
and Relief be instructed to study 
the matter of a partial or entire 
equalization of congregation con- 
tributions and present an appro- 
priate amendment at the next con- 
vention.” 


This resolution refers to the Con- 
tributory Pension Plan. There are 
those who believe that the congre- 
gation’s contributions should be 
socialized and distributed to all 
beneficiaries. 

The secretary stated that he had 
written to every Protestant com- 
munion that operates a pension sys- 
tem and has had years of experience 
concerning the matter. He sub- 
mitted their replies for study by the 
members of the Board between this 
and the next meeting, when the mat- 
ter will be discussed. 


READJUSTMENTS 


The Board requested the Execu- 
tive Board to permit it to include the 
lay members of the secretariats of 
the Boards and Auxiliaries of the 
United Lutheran Church under the 
provisions of the Non-Contributory 
Pension Plan. 

The Board on the advice of coun- 
sel, enacted certain new by-laws 
made necessary by the adoption of 
the Contributory Pension Plan. 

The secretary reported that lit- 
erature concerning the Contributory 
Pension Plan had been sent to all 
pastors with the statement that more 
could be had for the asking. 

A general solicitation will not be 
made until after the synods have en- 


dorsed the plan at their coming con- 
ventions. To date, without solicita- 
tion 121 pastors and congregations 
have applied for admittance. 

The American and Foreign Mis- 
sion Boards have signified their in- 
tention of doing their share for any 
of their missionaries who join the 
plan. 

The Louisville Convention in- 
structed the Pension Board that 
after 1944 it must cease borrowing 
to pay pensions under the original 
non-contributory plan. This means 
that ‘unless apportionments are paid 
on a larger scale, pensions paid un- 
der that plan must be reduced. 


THE TREASURER'S REPORT 


showed assets amounting to 
$3,427,438.62. The Board owns forty 
properties with but one delinquent 
in the payment of rent. There are 
121 mortgages amounting to 
$429,286.35 and only five of these 
owners owe balances on their taxes. 

The par value of the Board’s 
bonds is $2,052,134.20. They cost 
$2,044,973.36 and have a market 
value of $2,012,648.23. 

® The following statements should 
be carefully read: 

The original non-contributory plan 
with equal benefits to all remains in 
effect. 

These payments help to equalize 
the differences in benefits paid by 
the contributory plan. 

The United Lutheran Church is 
the only communion that has re- 
tained its non-contributory plan 
upon the introduction of a con- 
tributory plan. This plan started 
with 576 beneficiaries; today there 
are 1,120. Because of poorly paid 
apportionments, the income has not 
kept pace with the growing roll, 
therefore the Board has incurred 
debt which the church has advised 
must not be increased. Therefore, 
in order to maintain this plan, better 
paid apportionments are urged. 

The new contributory, reserve 
plan has been introduced because it 
has become apparent that the 
amounts paid by the non-contrib- 
utory plan are inadequate. 

Because we must retain our en- 
dowment to provide pensions under 
the original plan and have no re- 
serve fund, in order to start the new 
fund from “scratch,” we must have 
at least 500 pastors and congrega- 


(Continued on page 25) 
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Workers seek Christian growth. 
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Recreation for all age groups. 


Summer schools promote frie 
convictions, and develop skill: 


The Lutheran 


Outstanding leaders of the Church live in intimate fellowship Providing inspiration for daily worship. 
with pupils. 


Luther Leaguers discuss young people’s work. Likewise workers in all 
the Church’s auxiliaries. 


ero4s the DP. Lk 


In our U. L. C. A. Calendar of 
Causes this is the month during 
which the Board of Deaconess Work 
has been given a “priority,” and THE 
LuTHERAN is happy to call the atten- 
tion of its readers to this timing of 
emphasis. Specially prepared articles 
in this and later June issues will in- 
dicate the widespread activities of 
the sisters. The need of more per- 
sons available under directions from 
the motherhouses is obvious: it is 
implied that congregations will make 
this call of our Church audible to 
women eligible to undertake the 
training required for consecration to 
membership in one of the mother- 
houses. 


ENVISIONING A MISSION 


THE report of the Board of Dea- 
coness Work which was presented at 
the Louisville convention of the U. L. 
C. A. last October contained a series 
of seven paragraphs which the 
Church “adopted as a program for 
the development by that Board of its 
active service.” The Board’s own 
title for the statements, as it ap- 
pears in the minutes of the conven- 
tion (pages 464, 465), is “As THE 
Boarp oF Deraconess Work EN- 
visions Its Mission ror THE Days 
AHEAD.” Certainly when so much 
affecting the activities of women is 
now under consideration and when 
the arrival at the threshold of a 
changed social order has engaged 
thoughtful women in an eager study 
of their obligations; and when the 
Christian religion’s placement of the 
duties of home, church, and society 
is vital to the future’s happiness, 
these paragraphs are of grave im- 
portance. They read as follows: 

I. The Board considers itself the 
agency of The United Lutheran 
Church in America authorized to di- 
rect the specialized preparation of 
women workers needed to carry on 
the program of the Church. ; 

II. The Board has planned an in- 
stitute of women workers of the 
Church which will be held in 1943. 


The probable date is in the month of 
June. 
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Ill. The Board is planning to send 
out Deaconesses to give instruction to 
volunteer women workers in _ local 
parishes of the Church by conducting 
short courses in church work in par- 
ishes or districts. 

IV. The Board calls attention to 
the opportunity for the extension of 
the services of Deaconesses. At pres- 
ent Deaconesses are supported by 
single parishes or institutions. A group 
of parishes in a district or conference 
or urban community would profit 
greatly by securing the service of a 
properly trained Deaconess to direct 
the ministry of education or welfare 
of the churches in such a district. 

V. The Board considers that it is 
its imperative duty to prepare more 
capable women to be Deaconesses, 
missionaries, institutional directors, 
parish workers, executive leaders as 
well as some needed specialist in other 
fields to carry on the Church’s min- 
istry in fields abroad, in new popula- 
tion centers, in family welfare serv- 
ice, in the care and education of chil- 
dren, in the leadership of youth, and 
in ministering to the victims of the 
present world conflict and emergency. 

VI. ‘The Board of Deaconess Work 
believes that the Church will furnish 
an adequate number of capable can- 
didates, and the needed financial sup- 
port to carry out this program and 
meet the needs of the Church’s mis- 
sion. 

VII. The Board plans to promote 
the cause of Deaconess Work by more 
field work by Deaconesses. 


WHO IS TO BLAME? 


“You can’t have your cake and eat 
it too” is the popular form of a much 
more dignified quer y—‘Wouldst 
thou both eat thy cake and have it?” 
The latter and more elegant word- 
ing, is credited to a poetically gifted 
British clergyman, by name George 
Herbert. Certainly we first met the 
sentence a long ways from Britain, 
and there was no wouldst about it. 

Our recollection is prompted by a 
letter written by a Baptist brother, 
who declares that the religious 
census of 1936 is grossly inaccurate. 
His indignation was aroused by the 
conclusion stated in an article writ- 
ten for THE LutTuEraNn by Dr. Martin 
Schroeder in which it was stated in 
the decade ending in 1936 several of 


the major Protestant denominations 
in the United States, among them 
the Baptist, declined in accessions. 
During the same period certain small 
“sects”. (and the Mormons) were 
noticeably effective in winning con- 
verts. Dr. Schroeder locates the 
fault.in the urbanizing of the rural 
church members who have been 
drawn into the cities. The Baptist, 
statistician charges the census with 
gross errors and wonders why the 
Catholics and the Lutherans had 
their figures accepted when other, 
Protestant, returns were ignored or 
were misrepresented. 

At the risk of becoming involved 
in the mysteries of tables of sta- 
tistics, and while surprised to find 
our church accused of enjoying fa- 
voritism along with the Romans, we 
agree that the 1936 religious census 
cannot be trusted in all respects—_ 
not even by us of the Lutheran 
Church. But the fault of which our 
statisticians complained at the time 
was not discrimination but neglect. 
The pastors were not promptly nor 
generally responsive to the requests 
from the census bureau. The office 
of the U. L. C. A., according to our © 
recollections, appealed to the min-— 
isters for the return of the question-_ 
naires sent them by the census bu- — 
reau, explaining that the value of the | 
whole effort would be greatly re- 
duced if any considerable portion of 
the congregations failed to furnish 
data. But even with this direct re- 
minder not all the Lutheran synods 
were enabled by their clergy to send 
in reports from all their parishes. 

If now, the available totals are not 
accurate, the ultimate cause is not 
the government’s Bureau of Census. 
It is another instance in which dis- 
regard of a seemingly minor request 
is followed by ill effects of major 
magnitude. 

For example, on certain issues 
facts dealing with the vigor of Chris- 
tianity are vital. Nothing is of more 
adroit use to an agnostic or to an 
atheist than an appearance of proof 
that Christianity is not enlarging its — 
borders. If only one tenth of the” 
ministers failed to supply the statis-_ 
tics of their parishes which were 
sought, they could thus mar se- 
riously the data for the kingdom of 
God’s progress. And when one gets | 
down to brass tacks, it is pretty hard 
to defend the attitude of a minister 
of the Christian Church who is in- 
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different to an official request for in- 
formation. If he is really and actively 
at work, there are likely to be pos- 
itive results. Such is the reward of 
faithful witnessing. 

But it is also true in the United 
States, where the system of govern- 
ment lodges certain rights in the 
majority group, that an active minor- 
ity is given more than its numbers 
entitle it to receive, because a por- 
tion of the majority do nothing to 
express numbers and convictions. A 
good deal of the complaint about 
minorities running. the government 
or branches of it can be traced to— 
shall we say, the indifference of the 
complainants to their own duty? 

The same principle applies when 
general appeals are made in behalf 
of worthy activities. This year’s 
World Service budget merits some 
support from every Lutheran in 
North America, and such universal 
support will yield not only the 
money required to finance world- 
embracing objectives, but it will in- 
vigorate every parish in the land. It 
is terribly discouraging when a 
small percentage of those concerned 
with a project decide to delay re- 

' sponse and to depend on someone to 
meet the crisis. If everybody takes 
a share in what is everybody’s busi- 
ness, then everybody participates in 
the benefits. 


THE LUTHERAN'S DISTINCTION 


One of the unique regulations 
that is in vogue so far as we know 
among all Lutheran bodies, both 

-synodical and general, goes into 
operation when a presiding officer 
_must be elected. No nominations are 
permitted, and in the letter of the 
custom it is unethical to employ per- 
sonal persuasion in support of some 
particular individual who is eligible. 
At the time indicated on the pro- 
_ gram of the convention, a committee 
of tellers is appointed who distribute 
ballots to pastors and laymen en- 
titled to participate in the election. 
_ Each voter writes a name on the 
paper supplied him for the purpose. 
The ballots are collected, counted, 
and the names on them reported. 

In the United Lutheran Church, 

if on the first ballot one person re- 

ceives three fourths of the votes cast, 
he is declared elected. Lacking that 
' percentage, ballots are again dis- 
_ tributed. On the second ballot, a two 
_ thirds vote is decisive. In case no 
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person has received that percentage, 
a third distribution of ballots occurs, 
and again the vote is taken; but 
choice is limited to one of the two 
who were highest on the list in the 
previous ballot. The possibility of a 
tie vote on this third ballot is not 
dealt with in the by-laws at our dis- 
posal. 

In some of the synods, only a 
unanimous vote is declared an elec- 
tion on the first ballot. We have no 
data at our disposal to indicate so 
unusual a degree of agreement 
amongst members of an ecclesiastical 
body. 

It is an unexpected phenomenon 
of Lutheranism that nominations are 
not permitted in our ecclesiastical 
elections. Other Protestant groups 
know in advance of their meetings 
who will be presented for considera- 
tion if the presiding officer is chosen 
for a limited number of years. 
(Where bishops figure in the setup, 
they are usually elected for life.) 
Remembering how characteristic of 
American life political rivalries are, 
it is odd to find so definite an excep- 
tion as is “the Lutheran method.” 
We sought information as to its 
origin, unsuccessfully. 

The only resemblance, and it is 
very partial, is that which occurs in 
the election of a pope. When a va- 
cancy occurs in the Chair of St. 
Peter, the cardinals convene in a 
conclave. They are sequestered in a 
section of the Vatican and not per- 
mitted to emerge until a vote of two 
thirds of their number has been 
given to a candidate. With them an 
effort to avoid political (secular) 
pressure is said to have dictated the 
manner of electing a pope. 

Maybe so. Could be. 


The Church in Prison 


(Continued from page 6) 


rare outside the ministry; they are 
not always present there. The dan- 
ger, even for ministers, is that they 
too may become callous to evil, un- 
couthness, and suffering, erecting a 
defense mechanism, ready to believe 
that nothing further can be accom- 
plished with unrepentant sinners, 
disentitled to any more considera- 
tion. Or they may lack understand- 
ing. Coming into the ministry from 


sheltered homes, they naturally are . 


repelled; they cannot sympathize 
deeply because they have not suf- 


fered deeply, and they turn aside. 
It need only be said that that is not 
the Christ way, and it is not the way 
of His church. 

“Within the walls, the excellent 
work of the Catholic, Protestant and 
Hebrew chaplains should be supple- 
mented by the clergy in every parish 
where families and friends of inmates 
reside, ready to help not only those 
who deserve but, even more, those 
also who do not deserve; for the lat- 
ter are in greater need: Without the 
walls the clergy must deign to de- 
scend into the market place and 
mingle with the unclean, in truest 
and most sacrificing spirit of evan- 
gelism. The Salvation Army today 
is the greatest refuge and comfort 
of prison men. It should not be per- 
mitted to stand alone.” 


ONE WORKER'S USEFULNESS 


The author pays a deserved trib- 
ute to a Lutheran social service 
worker known to him, who has for 
many years visited regularly in penal 
institutions, to talk to the inmates, 
to encourage them, to maintain con- 
tacts with their families, to help se- 
cure positions for prospective pa- 
rolees. Often the efforts of such 
workers seem pitifully small and in- 
adequate because the financial re- 
sources are so meager compared to 
the need, but to give the prisoner an 
opportunity to talk about his per- 
sonal problems, his troubled soul, 
his anxiety about his dear ones and 
his future plans, is to assure him 
that the church cares. 

These closing paragraphs seem to 
challenge attention, if the church 
really does care: 

“This work among the social de- 
linquents must be placed upon a 
business basis, as a charge upon the 
budget of the whole church. 

“Through relief from. taxation, 
through gift, bequest and devise per- 
mitted by law and exempted from 
taxation, the church has been the 
object of financial favor from the 
body public. A reciprocal respon- 
sibility rests on the church to make 
return to society in the impact and 
permeation of its impulses upon and 
through the individuals composing 
society.” 

We have accepted a responsibility 
to “prisoners of war.” Cannot the 
church find room in its sympathy 
and service for the men “behind 
walls”? 
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THE 


CHURCH 


SCHOOL 


LESSON 


IN WITNESS TO GREAT PROMISES 


Peter, in a Letter to Fellow Believers, Testifies to Spiritual Gifts 
Il Peter I: 1-11; John 14: 14-17. The Sunday School Lesson for June }3 


THERE is a kind of loneliness in the career of St. Peter for which St. 
Paul’s and St. John’s work as evangelists and apostles lacks a parallel. We 
build up our appreciation of the latter two through the letters that were 
directed to individuals. Also there were epistles addressed to congregations 
to whose formation they contributed and among whose members were men 
and women to whom they had brought the saving knowledge of their 


Redeemer. Especially in Paul’s contribution to the New Testament does 


one observe the distinctions of localities 
and conditions to which the missioning 
apostles, dwelling among them, made 
adjustments. Two of John’s three 
epistles are addressed to individual 
persons, and his messages to the seven 
churches in Asia Minor (Revelation 
1-3) indicate similarly intimate con- 
tacts. 

But Peter’s years after the assign- 
ment of his ministry t6 areas outside of 
Judea, and definitely after Jewish per- 
secutions drove him from direct con- 
tacts with the mother church in Jeru- 
salem, show no particular communities 
to whom he was led to write. We there- 
fore call his two letters Catholic Epis- 
tles, though the first is addressed to 
“strangers” and the second to “them 
that have obtained like precious faith 
with us.” 


Writer to All Christians 


But this lack of need to give con- 
sideration to those specific character- 
istics, which are observable in parishes 
and in the larger aggregations of be- 
lievers in Christ, allowed Peter to con- 
centrate on the universal promises of 
Christ and the gifts of grace which un- 
derlie the Christian way of life. We 
thus have a singularly pure approach 
to real Christian catholicity. It is not 
derived from some special individual— 
a priest, patriarch, or pope—nor is it 
the product of penitential practices, 
such as characterizes fakirs in India or 
is practised by dervishes among 
Mohammedans. 

Peter discerns in the Christian one 
who through faith in the Lord Jesus 
has had bestowed upon himself that 
divine power which in turn brings “all 
things that pertain unto life and god- 
liness.” In the functioning of such spir- 
itual energy there is also a corrective 
effect: they who have been made par- 
takers of the divine nature “escape 
from the corruption that is in the world 
by lust.” Peter probably knew very 
well how good and evil contend with 
one another in the living of a believer 
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and how inevitably the evil wins un- 
less the grace of God is “on call” to 
bring victory to the greatly tempted 
believer. His own temporary desertion 
of his Lord no doubt remained in his 
memory to the hour of his death. 


A Sum of Virtues 

After bearing witness to the enjoy- 
ment of the gifts received in fulfillment 
of exceeding great and precious prom- 
ises, Peter proceeded to list a group of 
qualities. First comes the essential ele- 
ment in every believer’s development 
of his Christian nature: it is the par- 
ticipation given him in what is so di- 
rectly derived from the grace of God 
that Peter describes it as partaking in 
the divine nature. Thereby is also pro- 
vided “an escape from the corruption 
that is in the world through lust.” With 
that initial stage of sanctification, the 
disciple cherishing “diligence” is di- 
rected to a formula of successive addi- 
tions. Perhaps we should see in the 
process something resembling a drug- 
gist’s filling a prescription. It reads: 
Add to your faith virtue, 

To virtue knowledge, 

To knowledge temperanee, 

To temperance patience, 
To patience godliness, 
To godliness brotherly kindness, 
To brotherly kindness charity. 


The reader will notice that a group 
of seven qualifications of Christian 
character are indicated in this process 
of addition. A bit of careful study will 
very promptly indicate that he who 
possesses these virtues is indeed the 
kind of Christian whom all men admire. 

The distinctive characteristic of them, 
as Peter names and relates them, is 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 

June 7-13 : 
M. God’s Great Promises. II Peter 1: 1-11. 
T. God’s Promises Strictly Kept. II Peter 3:8-18, 
W. God’s Promise to Abraham. Gen. 12: 1-5. 
Th. God’s Promise to Paul, Acts 26: 12-18. 
F. God’s Promise ef Salvation. Isaiah 44: 21-23. 
Sat. Gouge promiee of Immortality. I Cor. 15: 
S. God’s Promise of Heaven. John 14: 1-4. 
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their source, which is divine grace. It 
is not expected that such ideal distinc- 
tions can be formed and developed 
where there is no protection against 
the vices of the world. 

Peter relates them to the functioning 
of vision. He says, “But he that lack- | 
eth these things is blind, and cannot see — 
afar off, and hath forgotten that he was — 
purged from his old sins.” He assumes, — 
too, that their possession and use make ~ 
them visible to their possessor, and he ~ 
is thus enabled to choose ways that — 
will enhance their value both as in- — 
dividual virtues and in their complete — 
contribution to his character. Then St. — 
Peter makes them the comforting signs — 
of the heirship with Christ. He who — 
sees this progress in himself is entitled — 
to an assurance that he is the child of 
God whose name is written in the book © 
of life. 

Some care is desirable to protect the — 
reader of the Bible from false conclu- — 
sions with reference to his possession 
of divine grace. He must not conclude ~ 
that these virtues enable him to be 
among those who are the inheritors of — 
heaven. He does not prove his worth- © 
iness to the child of God by the show- 
ing he makes by means of the seven — 
qualities that have been named. On — 
the contrary, these are products and 
not sources. He can, however, comfort 
himself with the knowledge that his — 
possession of these virtues is the fruit — 
of the Spirit, and that he can be con- — 
fident of divine grace in every time of 
need. The constituents of faith have a 
degree of visibility. We can know that 
we believe in Christ, and in that knowl- | 
edge we are protected from doubts as — 
well as from sin. aT 
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John's Contribution : 

It must be evident that prayer is a — 
great factor in the mind of Peter and — 
in the applications of his message to — 
fellow believers. Since this particular — 
excerpt from his Epistle will be the 
text for senior Sunday school students — 
on Whitsunday (June 13), it was logical — 
for those who chose the Scriptures to f 
quote from the Gospel of St. John our © 
Lord’s declarations concerning prayer, | 
grace, and truth which the Holy Spirit © 
would “bring to their minds.” John 14: | 
14-17 are the verses used. They: head — 
up in Jesus’ promise that He will pray — 
to the Father, Who will give another © 
Comforter who will be ever with us. 4 
It is by His sending that one makes © 
Whitsunday second only to Easter in 
the appreciation of the church. 
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The Fruit of the Spirit— calatians 5:22, 23 


“A Lazy man has no right to assur- 
ance in the Christian religion,” said 
D. L. Moody. It has been a tragedy of 
Christian experience that so many have 
gone madly about seeking certainty 
that they have the Holy Spirit. The 
miraculous events that came with the 


Pentecost blessing have been so mag- ° 


nified in their thinking that they ex- 
pect some kind of seizure by the Spirit 
that will make them talk with strange 
_ tongues or perform prodigious feats of 
faith. The innumerable sects that found 
little churches on back streets in all 


our communities feed upon the simple- _ 


_ minded folks who seek this kind of as- 
surance. They roll upon the floor, 
_ shout and shriek as though man and 

- God were deaf, and talk in gibbering 
_ syllables that no one can understand. 
_ These are not the signs of the presence 
of the Holy Spirit of which Paul 
writes: 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 

_ joy, peace, a quiet mind, kind acts, 

_well-doing, faith, gentle behaviour, 
- control over desires: against such there 
~ isno law (The New Testament in Basic 
_ English, Galatians 5: 22, 23). 
Nothing miraculous about them? The 
common traits one ought to expect in 
Christian character? Yes, Paul tells us 
_ that these common traits are the best 
_ proof of the indwelling of the Spirit. 
_ He had trouble in his day with the 
- new-made Christians who believed in 
' the gift of tongues. He would offer the 
same counsel in our day. 


Proofs of the Spirit 

If these are the common traits of an 
- ideal character, we may still find them 
most uncommon! The “natural man” 
of whom Paul wrote had little of this 
_ kind of fruit. Love is still the basic 
trait of Christian character. Read 
I Corinthians 13 and see what love in 
the Christian meaning really implies. 
Joy leads us once more to the asser- 
tion of the historian that the reason 
the early Church grew was because 
these Christian converts were happier 
than other people. Peace will never 
fully reign in our war-torn world until 
peace calms the troubled hearts and 
__stills the unholy ambitions of the peo- 
ple of the world. A quiet mind de- 
_ pends on more than self-discipline. The 
stoic tries to make a slave of his mind 


6 hl 


MeN near 


June 2, 1943 


and so keep it from confusion and 
despair. The Christian allows Christ 
to rule his thinking. 

Kind acts have too often been set 
aside as nice but non-essential. The 
man who is unkind has no part with 
the kindest person who ever lived. The 
word kind comes from kin. Unkind- 
ness denies kinship in the family of our 
heavenly Father. Well-doing reminds 
us of Him “who went about doing 
good.” Faith is not the word to apply 
to the worrisome fears that sap the 
joy from the lives of most of us. This 
faith is not childish, but childlike, 
the trust of a child in its parent. Gentle 
behaviour ought to be expected from 
the Christian. “The best Christian is 
always the best gentleman.” Control 
over desires, or temperance as the older 
versions read—this is another mark of 
the Christian’s mastery of his sinful 
nature. Remember young Franklin’s 
attempt at acquiring a good character 
by adding one new trait each week? 
He found that while he was mastering 
a new one, he was losing some traits 
he thought he had won. Self-control to 
the Christian is Christ-control. 

There is the proof of Spirit posses- 
sion, not talking tongues, but living 
ideals. 


His Virtues 

Christianity is unique in that it pre- 
sents its ideals for character in a Per- 
son. You will discover many of Paul’s 
fruits of the Spirit taught by the great 
religious teachers of the world, Stu- 
dents of comparative religions have 
often been led to identify Christianity 
as on the level with these religions 
because the same traits of character are 
emphasized. Christianity has in Christ 
all that it teaches, enshrined in human 
personality. To read the list of virtues 
in our Scripture lesson is to think of 
each of them as descriptive of Jesus. 
Just go through the list and, beginning 
with love, recall some incident in the 
life of Jesus that illustrates each virtue. 
(For instance, Mark 10: 21.) 

To be like Christ should be the life 
purpose of every Christian. We will be 
kept from the sects that practice emo- 
tionalism, those on the fringe of re- 
ligious insanity, if we keep the calm, 
loving personality of Jesus as the 
standard for our conduct. No higher 


praise could come to any Christian than 
to have someone say, “He has-been 
with Jesus and has learned of Him.” 


Not Perfect 


Perfection is not the result of the 
presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives 
here. Beware of the man who says that 
he is so fully possessed by the Holy 
Spirit that there is no sin in. him. 
“There is none perfect, no not one.” 
The Spirit is at work in a man when 
he begins to bear fruit, however small 
and imperfect. The prodigal son was 
deaf to the whispers of the Spirit when 
he turned his back upon his father’s 
house. But when “he came to himself” 
and turned his face back to his father’s 
arms, the fruits of the Spirit were be- 
ginning to show. It is the direction a 
man’s life is taking that counts. The 
increasing conquest over sin, the grow- 
ing likeness to Christ, is sure proof that 
the Holy Spirit is at work. 


Unconscious Fruits 


We must not fall into the sin of spir- 
itual pride in any fancied attainments. 
We will not be conscious of the bearing 
of these fruits; but, quite to the con- 
trary, we will feel the same weight of 
sin that led Paul to call himself “chief 
of sinners.” There is a story concern- 
ing King Christian X of Denmark. It is 
said that King Christian was visiting 
a school, and in quizzing the boys and 
girls he asked, “Who was the greatest 
king in Danish history?” There had 
been no opportunity to prompt the 
children, so one said Knut the Great; 
another Waldemar the Conquerer; and 


' others hesitatingly suggested the names 


of whatever kings came into their 
heads. One of the teachers. whispered 
to a lad sitting near by, “Say King 
Christian.” So his hand went up and 
the king said, “Well, my boy, who do 
you think was the greatest king?” 
“King Christian,” said the boy. With- 
out chance for any further prompting, 
the king said, “Why, what did he ever 
do?” And the boy stumped and 


‘floundering answered, “I don’t know.” 


“Neither do I,” answered the king. 

“Pride frustrates the grace of God, 
stays the hand of mercy and for the 
proud Christ died in vain.” One of the 
most subtle temptations we must face 
is to admit to ourselves that we are 
bearing the good fruit of the Spirit. 
The closer we come to Christ, the more 
we will see what misshapen, blighted 
fruit we are bearing; the more we will 
know the need of His forgiveness. The 
best fruit of the Spirit is to say sin- 
cerely: 


“Just as I am, without one plea 
But that Thy Blood was shed for me.” 


* * * * 


To Leaprers: Topic date, June 13. 
Next topic, “Leading With All Truth.” 
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LEADERSH|P—piscovered and Linked to the Church 


By ARTHUR H. GETZ, Director of Leadership Education, 
Parish and Church School Board 


Mr. FrarFut said it couldn’t be done. 
Leadership education schools and 
classes could not hope to hold success- 
ful sessions during the war period. But 
synodical committees on parish educa- 
tion, deans and directors of summer 
schools, and committees and boards of 
leadership camps proceeded with their 
plans. Only a few schools that were 
confronted with obstacles which were 
insurmountable, omitted their sessions. 


The outcome was that twenty-three: 


schools were held in 1942, with an en- 
rollment of more than 4,000, and almost 
2,000 Course Cards were issued to 
Christian workers. 


Summer schools and camps for church 
workers are sponsored by synods, or 
groups of synods, by pastors in a given 
geographical territory, by Luther 
Leagues, and by other groups of 
churches and church workers. They are 
intended primarily for Christian work- 
ers eighteen years of age and above 
who are serving, or desire to serve, in 
the church’s program. The purpose of 
the camps and schools always is to 
give that practical guidance and aid 
which will lead to growth in consecra- 
tion, knowledge, and skill, and thereby 
result in improved service to the King- 
dom. The group of pictures on the 
center spread of this issue of Tor Lu- 
THERAN indicates some of the activities 
of the schools. 


Courses . offered at summer schools 
this past year aimed to develop the 
Christian personalities of leaders, for 
it is well recognized that in the church 
school, the missionary society the Lu- 
ther League, the Brotherhood, and all 
other church groups, we teach by what 
we are as much as by the words we say 
or the activities in which we lead. Per- 
sonal enrichment courses therefore had 
a large place in the programs of our 
schools. But the studies also included 
courses intended’to increase the work- 
ers’ knowledge of the Bible, of mis- 
sions, of the church’s institutions, of 
teaching and leadership procedures, of 
grouping and grading that result in ef- 
fective work, of materials that should 
be used, and of the psychology of the 
age group that is to be served. Prac- 
tically every need and interest of 
church workers was covered by the 
courses taught in the various schools 
and camps sponsored by the church. 


The incidental benefits derived from 
attendance at summer schools are 
sometimes quite as great as the bene- 
fits derived from courses that are pur- 
sued. These incidental benefits include 
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the intimate daily contacts with work- 
ers from other congregations and with 
outstanding leaders of the church who 
are serving on the faculty and staff, 
the informative and inspiring addresses 
and sermons, and the definitely Chris- 
tian environment that permeates the 
entire atmosphere of schools and camps. 
The total program of the schools, for- 
mal and informal elements, combine to 
promote the spiritual growth and de- 
velopment of Christian leaders. 

The twenty-one schools that are 
planning to hold sessions in 1943 are 


preparing their promotional literature, 
which will be sent to former members 
of the schools, to pastors on the terri- 
tories of the various schools, and to 
others who may be interested. 


Members of congregations may in- 
quire from their pastors about schools 
close at hand, or any inquiry to the 
Parish and Church School Board will 
bring a prompt response. In these days 
when the church is so greatly in need 
of the best possible leadership, every 
congregation should do all it can to 
encourage its workers in the church 
school and in its auxiliaries to attend a 
summer school. Promising young peo- 
ple should also be sought out and sent 
to these schools in order that they 
might prepare themselves for future 
service. 


(Left to right) President Henry J. Arnold of Hartwick College awards honorary 
degrees to Board Member Hubert D. Shimer, D.D., of Schenectady; President of 
Wagner College Board of Trustees, Frederic Sutter, D.D.; Gov. Prentice Cooper 
of Tennnessee; Judge Abraham L. Kellogg, president of the Hartwick Board; and 
Dr. Harold Buckingham, pastor of First Methodist Church, Oneonta, New York 


HARTWICK COLLEGE 


Forty-FIveE baccalaureate and three 
honorary doctors’ degrees were con- 
ferred at the twelfth commencement of 
Hartwick College, Oneonta, N. Y., May 
10. Governor Prentice Cooper of Ten- 
nessee delivered the commencement 
address. 

Twenty students received the Bach- 
elor of Arts degree and twenty-five the 
Bachelor of Science. Eleven of. the 
graduates who are members of the 
armed forces were unable to attend and 
received their degrees in absentia. 

The honorary Doctor of Divinity de- 
gree was conferred upon the Rev. 
Harold C. Buckingham, pastor of the 
First Methodist Church, Oneonta, who 
has been in the pastorate for seventeen 
years. He delivered the baccalaureate 
sermon. The degree of Doctor of Laws 
was given to Frederic Sutter, D.D., 


pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Staten Island, N. Y., and Governor 
Prentice Cooper of Tennessee. Dr. 
Sutter is president of the Wagner Col- 
lege Board of Trustees; Dr. Cooper is 
a prominent Lutheran layman of the 
South and is now serving his third term 
as governor of his state. 

Mrs. Bertus Lauren of Oneonta, first 
woman member of the Hartwick Board 
and president of the Hartwick Asso- 
ciation for twelve years, received an 
award for distinguished service from 
the alumni. Miss Elbina Bender, pro= 
fessor of Latin for the last fifteen years, 
was given a similar award. Miss 
Bender, who has also been dean of 
women for twelve years, is retiring this 
year. 

An award for distinguished citizen- 
ship was presented to Hon. Charles 
Smith of Oneonta, who has been greatly 
interested in the affairs of the college. 


The Lutheran 


Virginia Synod Vlews 


NEW PRESIDENT OF MARION COLLEGE INAUGURATED 
Training School and Luther League at Massanetta 


Tue Lutheran Synod of Virginia will 
hold its Standard Training School July 
19-26, at Massanetta Springs, near Har- 
risonburg, Va. Some of the nationally 
known speakers are Dr. W. H. Greever, 
secretary of the U. L. C. A., and Dr. 
_ Ralph H. Long, executive secretary of 

- the National Lutheran Council. 

The Luther League convention will 
also be held at Massanetta during the 
week of the training school, thus giv- 
ing opportunity for the young people to 
attend the school and the convention. 


Marion College 


The girls at Marion College returned 
from a week-end trip to Ripshin, far 
back in the mountains. During his life- 
time, Mr. Sherwood Anderson was in 
the habit of inviting the student body 
to his mountain home. This year, his 
widow, continuing the custom, extended 
the invitation, and the students made 
the trip, the seniors being the guests 
of the juniors and the high school stu- 
dents. 

The next event on the schedule was 
the inauguration of the new president, 
the Rev. Henry E. Horn, May 21. Be- 
cause of war conditions, this was held 
very quietly in the presence of the 

Board of Trustees, which was in ses- 
sion on that day. 

May Day, May 28, started the com- 
mencement. The baccalaureate service 
was held May 30, with Dr. Oscar F. 
Blackwelder delivering the sermon. 

May 31, Dean J. Conrad Seegers of 
Temple University, Philadelphia, de- 
livered the commencement address. 

Through the efforts of the synod, 
Marion College is on the way to being 
free from debt. This will put her in a 
better position to render increased and 
better service to the Church she has 
served for these many years. 

The following quotations from the 

“message of the president indicate the 
direction in which the college is mov- 
ing. “The war effort and the recon- 
struction after the war demand the 
finest young women we have, thor- 
oughly trained in specific abilities with 

the broadening of the mind that higher 
education can give. .. . Despite the em- 
phasis of the present time, Marion Col- 
lege continues to broaden this training 

with a liberal arts program to give its 
graduates the balance that will be so 

_ sorely needed tomorrow... . Every ef- 

_ fort is being made to give the girls a 
basically Christian approach to all the 
_ problems of life; during the years when 
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By P. J. Bame 


The Rey. Henry Eyster Horn, 
Inaugurated President of 
Marion College 


they are most susceptible to outside 
influences. Primary in the present aims 
of the college is the training of young 
women for the post-war world, where 
they must play an important part.” 


In the Parishes 


Trinity, Bridgewater, the Rev. G. S. 
Derrick supply pastor, has made con- 
siderable improvements to the interior 
of the church. Because of shifting of 
population in that community, this con- 
gregation almost died; but now that the 
shift of population seems to be in the 
direction of this community, there ap- 
pears to be some hope for this congre- 
gation’s future. The history of the con- 
gregation has some interesting spots. 
Dr. M. G. G. Scherer was once pastor 
here, and was married in this church. 
The Brethren have their college in 
Bridgewater, a fact that has made the 
town predominantly of that denomina- 
tion. The other denominations have 
rather attractive church buildings, 
while the Lutherans have a very small, 
poorly kept and poorly equipped build- 
ing. We contend that a congregation 
cannot live on the traditions of the past, 
despite the conditions of its physical 
equipment. Property creditable to the 
great Lutheran Church might encour- 
age the Lutherans of such communities 
to unite with the local congregation. It 
ought to be the policy of our church 
really to do something about such con- 
gregations. 


First Lutheran Church, Portsmouth, 
the Rev. J. I. Coiner pastor, is suc- 
ceeding in its effort to solve the prob- 
lem of “the church member that 


moved.” Every bulletin we receive 
contains a list of names of new mem- 
bers received into their fellowship. At 
the end of a paragraph in one of the 
church bulletins we find a statement 
which gives the secret of their success: 
“We are hoping that some dozens of 
other Lutherans living in this com- 
munity will move their membership 
here.” Knowing the pastor of that con- 
gregation, we understand that his 
“hoping” is translated into plenty of 
hard work. The tract, “When a Chris- 
tian Moves,” is used with telling effect. 


Bethany Church, Lexington, the Rev. 
L. E. Bouknight pastor, is located in a 
beautiful valley about six miles west 
of Lexington. This congregation has 
been 100 per cent in the efforts of the 
synod for a long time. Its membership 
is a people of average wealth in a rural 
community. But it has in its number 
some college graduates who understand 
and appreciate church activities at their 
best. Considerable improvements have 
been made to the buildings. 


Rader Lutheran Church, Timberville, 
the Rev. Wallace Berry pastor, reports 
that the new church is now under con- 
struction. The church was destroyed 
by fire last summer during a thunder- 
storm. The members themselves are 
doing the construction work. 


Lutheran World Action 

The prospect looks good in Virginia 
for raising 100 per cent of the synod’s 
quota. Dr. T. G. Shuey, the synodical 
chairman, states that his conference 
chairmen are on the job and are doing 
a fine piece of publicity. Every con- 
gregation in the synod either has been 
contacted or will be before the cam- 
paign is over. What the people need, 
in addition to the information, is an op- 
portunity to give. Our chairman in- 
cidentally explained Lutheran World 
Action to two men who are not Lu- 
therans, and one of them handed him 
$10, and another handed him $35, each 
stating that he believed in the cause 
that much. If members of other de- 
nominations will feel that way about 
Lutheran World Action, we believe that 
Lutherans will also think in terms larger 
than the $1.00 per member, if the cause 
is well presented and the opportunity 
to give is allowed by the pastors. Lu- 
theran World Action need not be 
viewed as an entirely unselfish service. 
In the higher and better sense, Lu- 
therans are helping themselves in con- 
serving the progress which the church 
has made during the past. But we rise 
to the heights of Christian giving when 
amidst violence and uncertainty we 
pour out our sacrificial gifts to comfort 
and console, to strengthen and keep, to 
serve and conserve for His sake and in 
His name. 
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“ONE OF THE SMALLEST” SYNODS, BUT BENEVOLENCE-MINDED 
Debt Retirements Make Good News for Atlanta 


THE matter of particular concern to 
all the congregations of the synod just 
now is Lutheran World Action. This 
small synod which stood at the top of 
the list of U. L. C. A. synods in con- 
tributions for Lutheran World Action 
in 1942 is not resting on its past record. 
Every effort is being made to present 
a better record in 1943. Under the di- 
rection of the president of synod, Dr. 
John L. Yost, the two conference di- 
rectors, the Rev. Thomas H. Weeks and 
the Rev. J. M. Frick, have made con- 
tacts with every congregation, assuring 
full support for the causes so near the 
heart of compassionate Christians in 
these war days. Three weeks before 
the date set for gifts to be gathered in, 
comes the report from one of the small- 
est congregations in the synod that it 
has almost doubled its quota. 

With the approach of vacation time 
for public school pupils, plans are be- 
ing formulated for vacation Bible 
schools in the congregations. 


Atlanta Congregations Pay Debts 


The Church of the Redeemer, Dr. 
John L. Yost pastor, reached a new 
high level of interest during the Lenten 
and Easter season of this year. Not 
only did the attendance on Easter sur- 
pass all previous records, but the con- 
gregation found itself out of debt and 
with a considerable surplus on hand. 
At the beginning of the season the con- 
gregation still owed $21,000 on its beau- 


tiful Peachtree Street property. When’ 


the last offering was counted on Easter 
it was found that the fund was fully in 
hand with a considerable sum left over. 
The surplus has been placed in U. S. 
Government bonds, awaiting the time 
when such funds may be used for fur- 
ther building purposes. The first Sun- 
day in June has been set apart as a day 
for appropriate services celebrating this 
achievement. 


Fifteen months ago, when the Church 
of the Messiah passed its tenth anni- 
versary, it was deemed unwise to hold 
any anniversary services. Those in 
charge of anniversary plans felt that 
such services should be accompanied 
by a program of debt retirement, and 
that such a program then would be un- 
wise, if not impossible. A few months 
later the congregation’s debts were 
consolidated under one loan from the 
Board of American Missions and a 
‘schedule of payments set up. In addi- 
tion to being ahead of schedule on pay- 
ments, the congregation asked for and 
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By J. M. Frick 


received from the Board of Missions 
permission to work on a program of 
debt retirement through U. S. Govern- 
ment bonds, the program to begin No- 
vember 1 and last through Easter. The 
goal for the period was set at $2,000. 

When Pastor J. M. Frick presented 
the program to the congregation it was 
unanimously adopted, and about as 
unanimously deemed impossible for 
such a small group of members with 
moderate to small incomes. It was a 
simple program: three letters were 
written to the members, a note was 
inserted in the church bulletin each 
week, and a “bondometer” registering 
the progress of the fund stood in con- 
spicuous display throughout the period. 
When the total was announced after 
Easter Sunday the goal had been 
reached and there was an appreciable 
surplus balance. Suitable victory cele- 
bration services marking the successful 
completion of the program were held 
May 4, at which time action was taken 
looking to the rapid payment of the 
entire debt. 


Nova Scotia News 


By Dovuctas A. ConraD 


A two weeks’ enforced vacation in 
the hospital kept the writer away from 
the services of Resurrection Church, 
Halifax, on Palm Sunday and Easter, 
but he was able to be at the children’s 
service Easter evening as a member of 
the congregation. At the Vesper Serv- 
ice the first Sunday in May the secre- 
tary of the congregation presented Pas- 
tor Conrad with a well-filled purse. 
The pastor hopes that by the end of 
June he will be able to take over the 


‘active duties of the parish again, after 


having recuperated from an operation. 
During the absence of the pastor of 
Resurrection Church, Captain George 
Innes and the Rev. B. Hindal of the 
Norwegian Seamen’s Mission gave 
freely of their time in carrying on the 
work of the church. The confirmation 
that had been planned for Palm Sun- 
day will be held later after Pastor Con- 
rad is able to be in his pulpit again. 
The churches throughout the synod 
had very successful Easter services. At 
Lunenburg the Sunrise Service was. 
held with fine results, and Easter Mon- 
day the Women’s Missionary Society of 
Zion Church presented a fine pageant. 


At St. Paul’s, Bridgewater, twenty- 
three new members were received by 


confirmation by the Rev. C. H. Whit 
teker on Palm Sunday. The Easter 
Communion was the largest in the his= 
tory of the church. : 


At Mahone Bay Pastor E. V. Nona- 
maker has acquired the help of a semi- 
nary student from Waterloo Seminary 
for the summer. There is some im- 
provement in Pastor Nonamaker’s con- 
dition, and it is hoped that he will soon 
be able to take over all his duties. ° 


The regular meeting of the Pastoral 
Association was held in the Lunenburg 
parsonage May 10. A paper was read 
by the Rev. Clifton Monk. 


THIEL COLLEGE 


Tue seventy-third commencement at 
Thiel College, Greenville, Pa., began 
May 29. Undaunted by rationing re- 
strictions, Thiel alumni planned for a 
reunion that featured a picnic, followed 
by a program given by the members of 


Dean H. G. Gebert 


the Thiel Players and Thiel Chorus. 
Dr. Paul H. Roth, ’03, president of the 
Northwest Seminary, preached the bac- — 
calaureate sermon. He is a son of 
Thiel’s beloved former president, Dr. 
T. B. Roth. The commencement speaker 


‘May 31 was Dr. Samuel G. Trexler, 


president of the United Synod of New 
York. Christian Education received an” 
impetus from the messages given by 
those well-known religious leaders. _ 

Recently the Thiel Players, under 
the direction of Prof. Ernest Heissen-— 
buttel, gave the “Watch on the Rhine.’ 
The play was well received and a re-_ 
peat performance was given at the 
Shenango Personnel Replacement 
Depot. 

Forty secondary trainees arrived on 
the Thiel Campus May 9, making a 
total of seventy-seven men studying 
ground school courses under the War 
Training Service Program. Prof. Guy 
R. Bradshaw, head of the Department 
of Physics, is the co-ordinator of this 
important war training. 


The Lutheran 


, 


The Thiel Board of Trustees at its 
meeting on May 6 recognized the faith- 
ful and energetic services of Dr. H. G. 
Gebert, in making him Dean of Thiel 
College. During a period of twenty- 
one years, Dean Gebert has built him- 
self into the very fiber of Thiel College. 
The church is indeed fortunate in hav- 
ing educators of his caliber. 


The Pension Board Meets 


(Continued from page 15) 


tions as paying members. Therefore 
the church has instructed the Board of 
Ministerial Pensions and Relief to in- 
augurate the new plan when 500 pas- 
tors and their congregations have 
“signed up.” 

Booklets containing the text of the 
plan have been distributed to all pas- 
tors with the statement that they may 
have additional copies for their church 

councils for the asking. 

Twenty-one communions and four 
other branches of the Lutheran Church 

operate such a system. The same 
actuary has, planned most of them. 

_ Three Lutheran insurance men sat 
in at the building of the plan. 

_ There is no insurance policy written 
that embraces all the features of this 
plan. 

- An insurance company with its taxes, 
high salaries and large overhead can- 
“not conduct the plan as reasonably as 
the church. 

All the churches hereinbefore men- 
‘tioned manage their own plans. 

_ The investments are safeguarded be- 
cause they must be submitted to the 
Investment Commission of the United 
Lutheran Church in America, and if 
they are not approved by the Commis- 
‘sion, must be disposed of. While the 
complexion of the Pension Board may 
hange from time to time, the Invest- 
ment Commission Will always consist 
of financial experts. 

_ The plan is as simple as A B C. 

The first year of its inauguration, or 
the first year after his ordination, pas- 
tor and congregation will each pay into 
the plan two per cent of his salary, the 
_second year, three per cent, and there- 
after four per cent. 

_ Where a residence is provided, 15 per 
cent is to be added to the salary. This 
is done for the sake of equalization. 
Certain deductions are made from 
he congregation’s. contributions for 
Operation and a contingent fund. 

All amounts paid in from any source 
to, and remain to, the credit of the 
rson for whom they are paid. 

_ No pastor need hesitate to submit. 
€,matter to his congregation. It is not 
a personal matter; it is a matter con- 
cerning the ministry of the church. 

‘0 congregation that is loyally Amer- 
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lf You’re Going to the Movies 


CONSULT THESE ESTIMATES OF CURRENT FILMS 


Films marked M may appeal to Mature Audience. 
Films marked Y may appeal to Young People. 


+ Outstanding for Mature Audience. 


Prepared by Independent Filmscores, a private reviewing service 


BEST CURRENT FILMS 


For Family: Air Force, Bambi, The Great Commandment, Holiday Inn, In Which 
We Serve, The Pride of the Yankees, Yankee Doodle Dandy. 

For Mature Audience: The Battle Cry of China, Casablanca, The Commandos Strike 
at Dawn, For Me and My Gal, Gentleman Jim, George Washington Slept Here, The 
Immortal Sergeant, Journey for Margaret, Keeper of the Flame, Life Begins at 8.30, 
The Moon Is Down, Moscow Strikes Back, Mrs. Miniver, My Sister Eileen, One of Our 
Aircraft Is Missing, The Pied Piper, Random Harvest, Shadow of a Doubt, The Siege of 
Leningrad, The Talk of the Town, Wake Island, Wings and the Woman. 


Army Chaplain 
(RKO; “This Is 
America” Series) 


Cabin in the Sky Musical, with all-Negro 
(MGM) cast, centering on errant 
Lena Horne husband’s dream of clash 
Rex Ingram of lords of heaven and hell 
“Rochester” over his vacillating soul, 


Ethel Waters 


Ladies’ Day (RKO) 


Short feature. Glimpses of 
army training for chap- 
lains, with examples of 
deeds of bravery under fire. 


Comedy. Efforts of baseball 


Designed to show that since the 
U. S. soldier “fights best fully armed 
—including with religion,” the chap- 
lain is an integral part of the armed 
forces. Interesting, but sketchy as 
over-all picture. M, Y 


Shows Negroes celebrating tradi- 
tionally via ecstatic revivals, night 
club orgies—always as comic but 
lovable clowns. Music excellent, but 
story and spirit are burlesque on 
Negro personality, the whole in poor 
taste. M 


Nonsense in a struggling, scattered 
story, sometimes rowdy, always 
lame. M, 


Eddie Albert team and wives to keep 
Patsy Kelley distracting bride from 
Lupe Velez erratic pitcher during world 


series. 


Redhead from 
Manhattan (Col.) 
M. Duane 


Lupe Velez cessful actress. 


Comedy based on resem- 
blance of Latin-American 
visitor to her cousin, suc- 


Technically interesting, since one 
actress plays two parts in same 
scenes, this is noisy, obvious fun. M 


+This Land Is Mine Drama of Nazi occupation 
of French town, centering 
on timid soul who rises to 
delivers court- 
room oration on rights of 
man that loses him offered 
chance to save his life. 


(RKO) 

Chas. Laughton 
Una O’Connor 
M. O’Hara 
Walter Slezak 


grandeur, 


Its thesis: some sort of resistance is 
better than safe collaboration—al- 
though reasons for latter are set 
forth sympathetically. An interest- 
ing study in personality rather than 
black-and-whiteness of frequent 
melodramas on ‘similar theme, con- 
vincingly interpreted. M, Y 


Vanka (Artkino; 
dialogue in 
Russian, with 
English titles) 


themselves 


Drama about Soviet young- 
sters who suddenly find 
part of a 
guerilla band with definite 


An interesting little tale, its vague 
plot hard to follow but with hu- 
morous passages, unique character- 
izations. M, Y 


jobs to do. Slapstick finish. 


ican can refuse to enter the plan, for 
the government not only endorses but 
has introduced social security. It has 
omitted the ministry only because the 
churches are making better provision 
for their ministers’ retirement than the 
Federal Social Security Act. Had they 
been included, every congregation 
would by law be paying a percentage 
of the pastor’s salary into the Social 
Security Act. Surely the law of love 
should be as compelling as the law of 
force. 

The employers of the laity are pay- 
ing into the Social Security Act per- 
centages of their salaries for their re- 
tirement allowances. 


a 


Should not the. 


ministry be cared for as well? 

The government expects all churches 
to care for their ministry through their 
own pension plans. 

All congregations should take action 
signifying their willingness to adopt the 
plan even though their present pastor 
may be of such an advanced age that 
he would not care to join the plan. This 
action will clear the way for his suc- 
cessor, who may be a younger man. 

The right to a retirement income is 
inherent in the gospel ministry. Jesus 
said: “The laborer is worthy of his hire.” 

Synods should endorse the plan that 
it may filter through to individual pas- 
tors and congregations. 
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for a fine single 
room with bath 


. $3.50 to 57.00 Double 


~ 1000 ROOMS - 1000 BATHS 
Write for Maps and Booklet 
George H. Newton ~cManager 


e George 
Hotel] 14 Fac26s se 


Aeolian-Skinner 
ANNOUNCES 


a new design for a small 
organ for small churches. 


Full description upon request. 


AEOLIAN-SKINNER ORGAN CO. 
Boston, Mass. 


FLAGS 


U. S. and SERVICE FLAGS 
Wm. Lehmberg & Sons, Inc. 
138 N. 10TH ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


Choir and Pulpit Gowns 


Hangings-Ornaments, Etc. 
THE C. E. WARD CO., NEW LONDON, 
OHIO 


Confirmation Gowns 
Rental Rates on Request. 


Centennial at Selinsgrove 


Tue 100th anniversary of the found- 
ing of Trinity Church; Selinsgrove, Pa., 
was observed with special services and 
gatherings April 11-18. Dallas C. Baer, 


D.D., pastor of the congregation, pre-- 


pared a commemorative booklet for 
distribution which recounts the events 
in the life of this congregation. «+ 
The speakers at the various services 
were the Rev. Robert L. Patterson on 
Homecoming Day; Dr. John I. Wood- 
ruff on Susquehanna University Night; 
the Rev. Jacob Diehl, a former pastor, 
on Sunday School Night; the Rev. H. 
Clay Bergstresser of Hazleton, Pa., and 
Miss Christie Zimmerman, a missionary 
to India, on Ministerial Sons’ Night; 
Dr. H. F. Baughman of Gettysburg 
Seminary, and Dr. Russell D. Snyder of 
the Philadelphia Seminary. Denomina- 
tional Night was marked by messages 
from Dr. M. R. Hamsher, president of 
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the Central Pennsylvania Synod; the 
Rev. Dr. Joseph D. Krout, secretary of 
the synod; and the Rev. Walter E. 
Brown, president of the Susquehanna 
Conference. Dr. E. Edwin Sheldon, 
director of the Conservatory of Music 
of Susquehanna University and director 
of Trinity’s choir for many years, was 
in charge of the music on Friday eve- 
ning. 

Lutherans established their first con- 
gregation in this section in 1770. Serv- 
ices were held in a community build- 
ing, and in 1802 Conrad Weiser donated 
the ground for the first house of wor- 
ship—the site occupied continuously 
since that time by the First Lutheran 
Church. A division occurred in the 
congregation in 1843, and Trinity, “the 
new Lutheran church,” was organized. 

The following pastors have served 
the congregation: Dr. Henry Zeigler, 
the Rev. Reuben Weiser, the Rev. Jesse 
Winecoff, the Rev. Daniel G. Bittle, the 
Rev. Samuel Domer, the Rev. Martin 
Luther Shindel, the Rev. H. B. Belmer, 
the Rev. Dr. Peter Born, the Rev. Dr. 
Jacob Yutzy, the Rev. Dr. John Henry 
Barb, the Rev. Dr. Samuel J. Taylor, 
the Rev. Dr. Charles Leonard, the Rev. 
Dr. John B. Focht, the Rev. Robert L. 
Patterson, the Rev. Dr. Jacob Diehl. 
Dr. Baer has served this pastorate since 
1930. 


Prominent Leaders Address 
Kansas W. M. S. 


Tue sixty-third annual convention of 
the Women’s Missionary Society of the 
Synod of Kansas and Adjacent States 
convened May 4 to 6 at the First Lu- 
theran Church, Topeka, Kansas, the 
Rev. R. E. Rangeler pastor. The theme 
was: “Ye are the light of the world.” 
This timely reminder of missionary 
function was the source of much of the 
inspiration of the meeting. 

A number of fine leaders of national 
prominence were present in the per- 
sons of Miss Selma Bergner, and Dr. 
F. Eppling Reinartz, both of Philadel- 
phia, and Miss Lillith Schwab, mission- 
ary on furlough from India, now resid- 
ing in St. Joseph, Mo. Miss Bergner 
spoke at length on the promotional ef- 
forts of the Women’s Missionary So- 
ciety, and also at the convention din- 
ner, where she told of experiences as 
a missionary in Japan. Dr. Reinartz 
brought fine challenges in his talk on, 
“How the War Is Affecting the Lu- 
theran Church in America,” and also 
reminded the women of their part in 
Lutheran World Action. Miss Schwab, 
whose home synod this is, made the 
Indian field vivid, and also discussed 
problems of missionary endeavor in the 
post-war world. 

Other speakers were President Fred 


C. Wiegman of Midland College, Fre- 
mont, Nebr.; Mrs. J. P. Jensen, Law- 
rence, representative on the national 
board; Chaplain W. W. Klover, and Dr. 
O. W. Ebright, superintendent of 
Tabitha Home, Lincoln, Nebraska. 


Officers Elected 


Election of officers resulted as fol- 
lows: President, Mrs. R. E. Gaston, 


Eureka; vice-presidents, Miss Helen 
Fink of Atchison, Mrs. G. Schultz of 
Salina, and Mrs. Ernest Tonsing of 
Emporia; treasurer, Mrs. Harriet Kjer- 


IN WAR 
AND IN PEACE 
NURSING 

Training in war days for war 


tasks— 
But a training with a future. 


WAGNER COLLEGE 
CENTRAL SCHOOL 
OF NURSING 


Staten Island, New York City 


In affiliation with: 
S. I. Hospital 
Richmond Memorial Hospital 
S. I. Visiting Nurses 
Seaview Tuberculosis 
Hospital 
Richmond Borough 
Hospital 


Three-Year Course to Prepare 
for N. Y. State License as R. N. © 


Four-Year Course for B.S. in 
Nursing 


First year on college campus; 
Next two years in hospitals; 
Fourth year on campus. 


NEXT CLASS JULY 1, 1943 


Scholarship Help to Worthy 
Students 


Accredited by New York State 
Department of Nursing Education 


Write for further information © 


Miss A. S. Kerley, R.N., 
: Director 


luff, Kansas City, Mo.; recording sec- 
retary, Mrs. Kenneth Jackson, Wash- 
ington; and statistical secretary, Mrs. 
Fred Kloepper, Jr., Lancaster. 

One of the fine presentations of the 
meeting was an original skit by Mrs. 
George Whittecar, Tulsa, Okla., pre- 
senting departmental work. 

A year’s tuition was voted to some 
young woman yet to be chosen who 
would dedicate herself to life service 
in the .church. The society again as- 
sumed the salary of Miss Lillith 
Schwab when shecreturns to India. 

Life Membership and In Memoriam 
contributions came to $300 at the con- 
vention alone, while offerings received 
totaled $36.50. 

The women will meet with synod 
next year at Children’s Memorial 
Church, Kansas City, Mo., of which the 
pastor is Dr. J. A. McCulloch. 

Mrs. Ernest Tonsinc, Reporter. 


The New Jersey Conference 


THE spring meeting of the New Jersey 
Conference of the United Synod of New 
York was held with well-attended ses- 
sions May 11 in the new red brick, 
colonial style edifice of Holy Trinity 
Church, Leonia, N. J. For many dele- 
gates and visitors it was the first visit 

_to this recently completed mission 
chapel, the last of its kind to be finished 
before war priorities put an end to such 
building operations. 

Though very plain, the building is 
attractive and churchly, and there was 
much praise for Pastor Alfred Mattes 
and his faithful congregation. With this 
major step forward, the congregation 
has added materially to its strength 
and to its ability to serve the com- 
munity. 

_ Conference elected new officers. The 
Rey. Edwin H. Knudten, pastor of St. 
John’s, Rutherford, was elected pres- 
‘ident. He had served for the past two 
years as secretary. The new vice-pres- 
ident is the Rev. Theodore Erdmann of 
‘St. John’s, Jersey City. The new sec- 
retary is the Rev. Albert P. Stauder- 
man of St. Paul’s, Teaneck, and the 
new treasurer, Atty. William Blohm, 
Jr., of Jersey City, a faithful member 
of Pastor Erdmann’s congregation. 

4 Chosen to the executive committee 
‘were Mr. George W. Reuther, a mem- 
‘ber of Our Saviour Church, Jersey 
City, and Mr. Walter W. Weller, a 
‘member of Holy Trinity, East Orange. 


Interesting Reports 


_ Conference heard many interesting 
teports from its committees and from 
Synodical officers. Among the distin- 
‘guished visitors at the sessions were 
Dr. Samuel Trexler, Dr. Clarence C. 
‘Stoughton, Dr. Paul Kirsch, Dr. Paul 
C. White and the Rev. Alford Naus. 


‘June 2, 1943 


PASTORS 


Does your congregation know about 


MARION COLLEGE? 


It has an enviable record as a thoroughly 
Christian College. 


Girls who could not afford a four-year col- 


lege course, can receive further training 
after high school at MARION, an accredited 
Junior College. After graduation girls may 
transfer to the college of their choice. 
TELL THEM ABOUT MARION COLLEGE 
For information write 


Rev. Henry E. Horn, Box K, Marion, Va. 


ae 


(CARTHAGE 
(ollege 


CARTHAGE, ILLINOIS 
is a well equipped Lutheran col- 
lege. Proportion of faculty to 
students is one to ten. Ten build- 
ings, including a new Library, pro- 
vide excellent working facilities. 
For further information address 


ES Office of the President 


College and High School Graduates 
Start June 14 on intensive preparation in 
Shorthand and Typing to render needed and 
profitable service! Send copy of transcript. 
S..M. FUNK, Ph.D., President 


Hagerstown, Md. 


Considerable attention was given to 
a report of a committee headed by the 
Rev. G. J. F. Tamke of Union City on 
the matter of electing delegates to 
U. L. C. A. conventions, in order that 
representation may be more equitably 
distributed. Several memorials to the 
synod grew out of this report. Another 
interesting item was a memorial to 
synod regarding arrangements for a 
“sabbatical year” for pastors, in order 
that they may continue their studies or 
travel. This would be a_ post-war 
project. 

The fall convention will be held Sep- 
tember 21 at Zion Church, Saddle 
River, of which the Rev. John Sarde- 
son is pastor. 

Other events of interest in this con- 
ference include the filling of two vacant 
pulpits: the Rev. Edwin J. Grubb, who 
for the past ten years has been pastor 
of the growing mission congregation at 
Merrick, Long Island, has accepted the 
call of Redeemer Church, Jersey City, 
and will take up duties there June 1; 
the Rev. James W. Emerick has ac- 
cepted the call of Redeemer Church, 
Maywood, and will take up his work 
shortly. He leaves the rural work at 
Zion Church, Long Valley, N. J., to 
come to his new post. 

A. P, STAUDERMAN. 


Hamma Divinity School 


The Theological Seminary of 
Wittenberg College 


For catalog and information address 
Dean E. E. Flack, Th.D., D.D., Springfield, O. 


Nursing Service Urgently Needed 
Help Your Country and Yourself 
TRAIN TO BE A PRACTICAL NURSE 


THE VOCATIONAL HOSPITAL TRAINING 
SCHOOL FOR PRACTICAL NURSES 
A Nationally Recognized School 
OFFERS WOMEN FROM 18 to 50 
A NINE MONTHS’ COURSE 
Eight Classes a Year. 
Next Classes begin July 15 and September 1 
Write for information 


VOCATIONAL HOSPITAL, INC. 
5511 Lyndale Ave., S., Minneapolis, Minn. 


LUTHERAN 


CHICAGO ‘tzotocrcar SEMINARY 


In the Heart of the Nation. 
The Church Trains Leaders for Critical 
Times 
For information and catalog address 
President Charles B. Foelsch, D.D., Ph.D. 
Maywood, Illinois 


CAMP AR E WA Girls Learn Quickly 
bp Vid in Small Private Camp 
FREDERICKSBURG, PA. 
Girls—6 to 16. Distinctive camp with trained lead- 
ership, nurse, all sports, swimming, music, crafts, 
riding, garden. Splendid food. Homelike guidance, 
Fee $70 month. 


Mrs. August Wagner, 1227 65th Ave., Phila., Pa. 


NORTHWESTERN 


LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
“At the Center of U. S. Lutheranism” 
An experienced teacher at the head 
of every department 


OPEN SEPTEMBER 13 


For catalog and information write to the 
president 


PAUL H. ROTH 
2827 Girard Ave., North, Minneapolis, 
Minn. 
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN, The Friendly Church 


SIXTEENTH AND JEFFERSON STS., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
DR. ROSS H. STOVER, Pastor 


Announces the Opening of the FRIENDLY TABERNACLE 
at Messiah’s Site for a Great Church for a New World 
BROAD STREET AND THE BOULEVARD 


WORSHIP WITH US 


9:00 A. M.—Sunday Morning Services at Church and Tabernacle 
10: 00 A. M.—Sunday Schools at the Church and the Tabernacle 
11: 00 A. M.—Morning Worship at Church, Dr. Stover (WDAS) 
Wednesday Night, Tabernacle; Thursday Night, Church 
Sunday Nights at the Friendly Tabernacle, 7:30 P. M. 


“WHERE THE CROSS CALLS MEN TO CHRIST” 


St. Peter’ s 
Lutheran Church 


OF MANHATTAN 
LEXINGTON AVE. and 54TH ST. 
NEW YORK CITY 


GUEST PASTORS 
SUNDAY SERVICES 


English 11.15 A. M. 


When visiting New York, make 
this your church home. 


PITTSBURGH Visitors Are Invited 
to attend the Services of 


First Lutheran Church 
GRANT ST., Near SIXTH AVE. 
REV. A. J. HOLL, D.D., Pastor 
Sunday Services 


9:30 A.M. 
11:00 A.M. 
“To be spiritually 


minded is life and 
peace.” 


Morning Service 
Broadcast over 
Sta WJ AS 


The Long Island Conference 


THE Rev. Walter M. Ruccius, pastor 
of Epiphany Church, Hempstead, L. I., 
was re-elected president of the Long 
Island Conference of the United Synod 
of New York at its spring session held 
at Incarnation Church, Brooklyn, N. Y., 
Harold S. Miller, D.D., pastor, May 12. 

Also re-elected were the Rev. Harry 
J. Kreider, Ph.D., of Ozone Park, vice- 
president; the Rev. Albert P. Schilke of 
Jamaica, secretary; and Mr. Frank 
Egner of Rockville Centre, treasurer. 

Elected to the executive committee 
of conference were Messrs. Joseph 
Lotsch and David Frudenberger, and to 
the executive committee of synod, the 
Rev. Walter Ruccius and Mr. Carl 
Lammers. 

The convention opened with the Holy 
Communion, with Dr. Harry Kreider 
preaching the sermon. In the morning 
business session which followed The 
Service, the Rev. Erwin Muller, pastor 
of St. Paul’s Church, Henry Street, 
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Welcome to Los Angeles, California 


THE FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3119 W. Sixth Street 
ALBERT B. SCHWERTZ, D.D., Pastor 
In the heart of the Wilshire district. 
Morning Worship, 11:00 O’clock. 


When in San Francisco Attend 
St. Mark's Lutheran Church 
1135 O’FARRELL STREET 
Founded in 1849 


CHURCH SCHOOL. .....csscccse 
CHIEF SERVICE 
YOUTH SERVICE 


The Reverend J. George Dorn, D.D., 
Pastor 


Brooklyn, was received into the mem- 
bership of conference. 

A special order on Social Missions 
was the first item on the afternoon 
agenda. The Rev. Herbert T. Weis- 
kotten, Ph.D., led a discussion of “The 
Proposed Social Missions Organization 
of the Synod.” Dr. Samuel Trexler, 
president of synod, addressed the con- 
vention on the state of the church. He 
stated that one out of every six mem- 
bers of the United Lutheran Synod of 
New York was in the armed services of 
his country. He praised the Lutheran 
Church’s ministry to the service men, 


both through the National Lutheran, 


Council and through the efforts of the 
individual churches. 

Mr. William Stackel of Rochester, 
N. Y., spoke to the convention on the 
Contributory Pension Plan of the U. L. 
C. A., and the Rev. Joseph Flotten of 
St. Albans, synodical chairman for Lu- 
theran World Action, outlined plans for 
the coming campaign in the conference. 

ALFRED J. KRAHMER. 


, 


Welcome to Des Moines, Iowa 


ST. JOHN’S EV. LUTHERAN 


CHURCH 
SIXTH AVE. and KEOSAUQUA WAY 


This downtown church e: jially wel- — 

comes visitors, members of the WAAC 
and men in the Service. 

Rev. Frederick J. Weertz, D.D., Pastor 

Rev. George P. Krebs, B.D., Associate 


Services at 9:15 A. M. and 11:00 A. M. 


When in St. Louis, Missouri, visit ; 


FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ALFRED L. GREWE, D.D., Pastor — 
2831 Kingshighway Memorial Blvd. 
SUNDAY SERVICES 10: 45 A. M. 


When in 
Baltimore visit 


TRINITY 
Lutheran Church 


2100 W. Baltimore St. 


Two blocks west from | 
Highway No. 1 on Balti- 
more Street. Car No. 15. 
from the center of the 
city direct to the church. : 
P. S. Baringer, DD, 

Pastor : 


SERVICES 11:00 A. M. and 8:00 P. M. 
CHURCH SCHOOL 9:45 A.M. 
A Cordial Welcome to All 


Mortgage Paid 


The Passavant Hospital in Pittsburg 
Pa., made final payment on a $50,0 
Gaccreaee in April 1943. This mortgag 
was placed in 1918, when the hospi 
was .remodeled aaa enlarged in orde 
that it might meet the needs in th 
community more adequately. a 

This summer Passavant Hospital 
celebrate its ninety-fourth birthday 
Again rebuilding is most urgent. Fo 
almost a century the sick and wounde 
have found healing for body and sot 
within its walls. Sister Martha Pre 
laff says, “What a wonderful oppo: 
tunity the church now has to plan ar 
rebuild the hospital during the next si 
years into a bigger and better institt 
tion and thus commemorate its cente 
nial!” 

With grateful hearts the past we ow 
The future all to us unknown— 
We to His Guardian care commit 
And peaceful leave before His feet. 


The Luther 


Miss Grace Prince 


librarian of Wittenberg College, passed 
away at her home in Springfield, Ohio, 
May 9. 

Born in Springfield, the daughter of 
Dr. and Mrs. B. F. Prince, she had 
given fifty-one years of continuous 
service in the library of the college, 

_ having been chief librarian since 1926. 
At commencement last year she was 
awarded a gold cord in recognition of 
her fifty years of service in the institu- 
tion, which was her alma mater. This 
period of service, together with that of 
her father, who began to teach in the 

college in 1865, makes almost eighty 

_ years in the one hundred years of Wit- 
tenberg’s history that the Prince fam- 

ily has been associated with the in- 
stitution. 

In her position Miss Prince was 
closely associated with, and known to, 
“many generations of Wittenberg stu- 
dents. To them and to her associates 
' on the faculty she had endeared herself 
by her fine character, gracious manner, 
and Christian spirit. The news of her 
‘death will cause many to remember 
with gratitude the privilege of know- 

ing her. 

_ Miss Prince was a charter member of 
‘the Fourth Lutheran Church of Spring- 

field, to which church she had given 
vhersel€ in loyal and devoted service 
for forty-six years. Throughout that 

'period she was not only regularly at 

the worship service and active in the 

“work of the congregation, but also 

taught in the church school, where she 

_had a marked influence upon the lives 

“of many young people who were in her 

classes. 

| Surviving are two sisters, Miss Flora 
Prince and Mrs. J. C. Easton; and two 

“nieces, Misses Ellen and Sarah Easton. 

The memorial service was conducted 

by Dr. L. H. Larimer of Hamma Divin- 

‘ity School, and the Rev. Carl W. 

Shanor, pastor of Fourth Lutheran 

Church. Interment was made in Fern- 

clif Cemetery, Springfield, Ohio. 


Cart W. SHANOR. 


nation to accept a call to the First Lu- 
theran Church at Chadwick, Ill., May 1. 
_ About 200 members of the congrega- 
on were present at a farewell recep- 
ion and supper for him and his family, 
-which was sponsored by the Ladies’ 
Aid Society. A purse of $50 from the 
ongregation, a gift of $10 from the 
adies’ Aid, and a gold watch chain 
om the Luther League were presented 
Mr. Coble in appreciation of his 
york at Brookville. 


. 


Many new members were added to 
the congregation during this pastorate, 
and a debt of $20,000 was reduced by 
half. He leaves the congregation with 
a spirit of good will and co-operation 
pervading the membership. 


The Rev. Joseph C. Derrick entered 
upon his duties as pastor of the Burkes 
Garden-Tazewell Parish of the Virginia 
Synod May 2. 


The Rev. Frank K. Efird has resigned 
the pastorate of St. Luke’s Church, 
Monroe, N. C., to accept the call of 
Holy Trinity Church, Wytheville, Va., 
June 1. He was graduated from the 
Southern Seminary in 1941, and while 
at Monroe organized the mission at 
Hamlet, N. C. He also erected a $5,000 
service center adjoining St. Luke’s 
Church, and was the service pastor un- 
der the supervision of the National 
Lutheran Council. 


The Rev. Robert Heine, pastor of St. 
John’s Church, Elwood, Ind., resigned 
to become the first regular pastor of 
St. Andrew’s Church, Speedway, Ind., 
June 1. 


The Rev. M. L. Kester resigned as 
pastor of the Newberry Parish, New- 
berry, S. C., to accept the call to the 
Ridge Parish, Leesville, S. C., effective 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings—Altar Cloths 
Bible Marker: mmunion Linens 
Embroideries—Fabrics 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 


1837 e'the church and clergy 1043 
COX SONS & VINING, Inc. 


131 EAST 23ro STREET, NEW YORK, WN. Y. 


RECREATION HOME 
“LAKEWOOD MANOR,” LAKEWOOD, N. J. 


For convalescent and rest seeking sts. Ex- 


e. 
cellent food. $22 a week and up. Tor booklet 
aria Herpel. 


phone Lakewood 1078 or write 


Wherever they go, whatever they do, 
the gift of a Bible—and the one who 
gave it—will always be remembered. For 
a Bible is the lasting gift of lasting loye, 


SINCE 1863 
At Your Bible Bookstore 


* Less Than «a Penny « Day! 
) if INCREASING INSURANCE PROTECTION 
4 For Your Boy or Girl! 


Thrift among Lutherans is characteristic and traditional. Teach 
your child to save pennies and buy his own insurance policy 


from such savings. 


Note in the Rate Table that at age 4, for example, the annual 
premium rate is only $2.76, less than a penny a day! (*Less 
than two pennies a day at ages 11 to 16). The annual premium 
rate remains the same until age 16. The amount of insurance 
protection increases however, each year until age 16 when 
your child is insured for $1,000.00. 

Where else can you buy life insurance protection for your 
children at such remarkably low annual rates? 


Write today for complete information on this thrift policy for 


your child. 


LUTHERAN 
BROTHERHOOD 


Legal Reserve Life Insurance for Lutherans 


Herman L. Ekern, President 


LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Please send information on Juvenile Life Insuranceto: 


My Name is:.._.- 
Children's Ages Are: _)..j --§ ----.--4 


Street: ...... 


AE yn ey eee eel 


MINNESOTA 


Juvenile Rates 


Insurance Age Next Annual 
Protection Birthday Rate 


$ 50.00 1 
50.00 2 
75.00 

100.00 
130.00 


160.00 
200.00 
250.00 
320.00 
400.00 


600.00 
700.00 
800.00 
900.00 


3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

$00.00 11 
12 

13 

14 

15 

. 1,000.00 16 
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LENOIR RHYNE 


C. A. Rudisill Library 


COLLEGE 


(Co-educational) 
HICKORY, NORTH CAROLINA 


Owned and controlled by the United Evangelical Lutheran Synod of North Carolina . ... 
Fully accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. A.B. and 


B.S. degrees... 
Expenses, $380 to $400... 


Pre-professional, teachers’, business administration, and music courses... 
For information and catalogue, write 


P. E. MONROE, President 


Lenoir Rhyne College 


CHURCH 
PAINTINGS 
Mural and Altar 
JOHN KROGMANN 


ARTIST 


Studio 3 3561 W. Fullerton 
Chicago 


Pegitstee estes vee ceeccessespeasasy 


HENRY: KECK sa 
"1010: WGENESEE‘ST ; 


EPSTUDE FSYRACUSE NY + 


94 HIGHEST. SKILLED - CRAFTSMANSHIP }79-{ 
ph AL*+ DESIGNS® &%® { 
pilus os sesusseonsoccoces mensasenssteOes 


Choiré 


Pulpit GOWN dh) 


Confirmation Robes, Paraments. 
Fine materials, beautiful work. 
Pleasingly low prices. State your 
needs. Catalog, samples on re- 
quest. DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 
1127 S. 4th St., Greenville, Il. 
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Hickory, N. C. 


June 15. Pastor Kester has done a fine 
work in Newberry, and his resignation 
was accepted with deep regret. 

As a minister of the Gospel, Mr. 
Kester was strictly attentive to pas- 
toral duties, a fine preacher, and’a pro- 
gressive leader. 

During his pastorate, Colony! and 
Beth-Eden churches made many im- 
provements. St. James Church had the 
misfortune of being destroyed:by fire in 
1941. But with characteristic energy 
and ability, Pastor Kester, backed by a 
faithful and determined congregation, 
led in rebuilding the church and ded- 
icating it free of debt Decem! ven dkay 
1942. il 


Chaplain Luther L. Swygert was re- 
cently promoted to the rank of cap- 
tain, and is the regimental chaplain of 
the unit he serves. Before entering the 
U. S. Army as chaplain September 29, 
1941, Chaplain Swygert was pastor of 
the Lexington Lutheran Parish, Lex- 
ington, S. C. He has attended the 
Chaplains’ School at Harvard Univer- 
sity, been on various maneuvers, and 
was located at several posts while 
serving with the same unit. His family 
is now located at 14144 Beebe St., San 
Luis Obispo, California. 


CONGREGATIONS 


Charleston, S. C. St. Matthew’s 
Church, Dr. W. C. Davis pastor, re- 
ports an Easter offering of $2,800, the 
largest offering on this occasion in the 
history of the congregation. According 
to Dr. Davis, the chief service on 
Easter had the largest attendance in 
the history of St. Matthew’s. 


Georgetown, S. C. Sunday afternoon, 
May 2, the Lutheran group at George- 
town rejoiced because they were able 
to hold their first service in their new 
church. Greetings were brought by the 
Rev. C. K. Derrick of the Southern 
Conference, the Rev. W. F. Brandt of 
the synodical Mission Committee, and 
the Rey. Karl W. Kinard, president of 
the South Carolina Synod. The liturgist 
was Mr. Charles J. Shealy, Jr., of the 
senior class of the Southern Seminary, 
who supplied at Georgetown during the 
past summer. 

The completion of the church build- 
ing brings to a realization the desires 
of this group of Lutherans for a house 
of worship. Plans presented by the 
Board of American Missions were fol- 
lowed in its construction. 

Services have been held in George- 
town for several years under the di- 
rection of former superintendent of 
synod, the Rev. T. F. Suber, and the 
Rev. E. Z. Pence, former president of 
the synod. It is hoped that a pastor 
will be available for this congregation 
in the near future. 


Lancaster, Kan. The Rey. Herbert 
H. Pett took charge of St. John’s Par- 
ish March 1, 1943. This congregation 
reports a very successful Easter season, 
with an attendance that has broken all 
records, the church being filled to ca- 
pacity. The Easter offering was the 
largest in the history of this church. 

During the short time that Mr. Pett 
has been in Lancaster, the following 
gifts have been dedicated: an electric 
orgatron, a missal stand, and a pulpit 
Bible. All of these are memorials. 


Richmond Hill, N. Y. St. John’s 
Church observed its fortieth anniver- 
sary during the week of May 23. At 
the main service on Sunday the guest 
preacher was Allen L. Benner, D.D., of 
Lancaster, Pa., the first and only living 
former pastor of the congregation. | 

At the anniversary dinner held Tues- 
day evening the chief address was de- 
livered by the Rev. Claire O. Dufford 
of Sewickley, Pa. Others who spoke 
were Samuel Trexler, D.D., president 
of the United Synod of New York; 
the present pastor, the Rev. Robert 
Fisler Weiskotten; and neighboring 
pastors. | 

The congregation was organized in 
1903. Dr. Benner was the pastor for) 
seventeen years. He was succeeded by 
the late Frederick A. Bowers, D.D.,’ 
who served the congregation for nine- 
teen years. The Rev. Robert Fisler} 
Weiskotten has served since 1940. One! 
year ago, the congregation decided to 
observe the anniversary by an effort to 
wipe out the mortgage of $40,000. By’ 
weekly contributions the mortgage has 
been reduced to $29,000, with the hope 
that when the second year is completed 


The Lutheran 


the balance will be completely wiped 
out. The congregation numbers better 
‘than 800 members. 


Washington, D. C. At a Vesper Serv- 
ice conducted by the Luther League of 
St. Stephen Church, Washington, D. C., 
Col. Charles D. Trexler, chaplain of 
Walter Reed Army Medical Center, 
delivered the evening address that was 
followed by the dedication of the con- 
gregation’s service flag with forty men 
represented by stars. 

The Rev. George K. Bowers, follow- 
ing the service of dedication, gave each 
of the families having sons in the 
») service a beautiful printed certificate, 
© indicating that that family had a son 
= represented on the service flag of St. 
Stephen’s Church. 


SYNODS 


»._ The eighty-first annual convention of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Canada will be 
held in St. Peter’s Church, Bornholm, R. R. 1, 
Logan Township, Ontario, the Rev. William 
Schultz pastor, June 15-18. The convention will 
open with the Service of Holy Communion 
Tuesday at 7.30 P. M. C. H. Little, Sec. 


i ‘The fifteenth annual convention of the 
)). Florida Synod will be held June 14-16 in St. 
Paul’s Church, Tampa, Fla., the Rev. Robert E. 
Van Deusen pastor. The convention will open 
with the Holy Communion June 14 at 8.00 P. M. 
President N. D. Yount will preach the sermon. 
Henry V. Kahlenberg, Sec. 


The fifteenth annual convention of the United 
Lutheran Synod of New York will be held at 
St. Peter’s Church, 54th Street and Lexington 
- Avenue, New York City, June 21-24. The con- 
™ vention will open with The Service and Holy 

Communion Monday, June 21, at 8.00 P. M., at 
St. Peter’s Church. Sessions will be held daily 
at 9.00 A. M. and 2.00 P. M. at the church. The 
Service of Ordination will be held Wednesday 
evening, June 23, at 8.00 o’clock. 

‘ All candidates for ordination and pastors de- 

| Siring admittance to the synod will make their 
arrangements direct with the chairman of the 
Examining Committee, the Rey. Walter M. 
* Ruccius, 95 Mead St., Hempstead, L. I., N. Y. 
Paul C. White, Sec. 


WOMEN’S MEETINGS 


The fifteenth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Florida 
“Synod will be held June 14-16 in: St. Paul’s 
Church, Tampa, Fla., the Rev. Robert E. Van 
Deusen pastor. The first session will be the 
Communion Service, Monday evening, held in 
conjunction with synod. 

Mrs. Henry V. Kahlenberg, Sec. 


The 1943 convention of the Wartburg Synod’s 
Women’s Missionary Society will be held in St. 
John’s Church, Springfield, Ill., the Rev. W. W. 
Roth pastor, June 23 and 24. 

Mrs. Wilbert Nodolf, Sec. 


OBITUARY 


The Rev. Henry Eli Hall Sloop 


was born March 25, 1862, at China Grove, N. C., 
and departed this life March 30, 1943. He was 
graduated from North Carolina College, Mt. 
Pleasant, N. C., and the Lutheran Theological 
Seminary at Gettysburg, Pa. 

He was ordained by the North Carolina Synod 
August 23, 1894, and served the following par- 
% ishes: Davie County, N. C.; Sumter, S. C.; 
4 ! Winston, Miss.; Smith, Miss.; Green, Tenn.; 
% Rowan County, N. C.; Hardy, W. Va.; Preston, 

W. Va.; Frederick, Va.; Botetourt, Va.; and 

Rockingham, Va. After thirty-two and one half 

years in the service of the church, he retired, 
1) and made his home in Harrisonburg, Va. 

7) In 1897 he married Miss Mary Edna Ketchie 
of Mocksville, N. C. Mrs. Sloop survives her 

husband; also the following children: Karl V. 
_ Sloop, Baltimore, Md.; the Rev. Ralph C. Sloop, 
New Cumberland, Pa.; the Rev. Roy L. Sloop, 
Hagerstown, Md.; Harry H. Sloop, Harrison- 
burg, Va.; Mrs. Albert Speck, Butler, Pa.; Mrs. 
‘L. A. Hoilman, Blackstone, Va.; and Miss Lois 
Sloop, Nokesville, Va. ; 

__ During his residence in Harrisonburg, he was 
especially active in the work of the choir, and 
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often assisted the pastor at the regular services. 


The funeral service was conducted in Muh- 
lenberg Lutheran Church, Harrisonburg, by the 
Rev. Allan H. Fenner, assisted by the Rev. 
George S. Derrick, pastor of the Rockingham 
Parish, the last parish served by Mr. Sloop. 
Following this service the body was taken to 
China Grove, N. C., where services were again 
conducted in Lutheran Chapel Church by the 
Rev. C.\E. Ridenhour, Dr. J. L. Morgan, pres- 
ident of the synod, and Dr. R. L. Patterson. 
Interment took place in Green Lawn Cemetery, 
China Grove. 

The chief qualities of Mr. Sloop and his 
preaching were his deep and abiding faith and 
sincere piety, his faithfulness in his preaching 
and in his pastoral duties, and his sincere love 
for his fellowmen. He was genuinely what he 
was without show or ostentation. P. J. Bame. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Butt, Wilford C., from R. R. 1, Milan, Ind., to 
South Whitley, Ind. 

Duis, A. J., from Emerald, Nebr., to R. F. D. 6, 
Lincoln, Nebr. 

Harry, C. P., D.D., from 210 W. Fornance St., 
Norristown, Pa., to Washington Square Gar- 
dens, R. F. D. 3, Norristown, Pa. 

Kinard, Karl W., from 827 Wildwood Ave., Co- 
lumbia, S. C., to 1715 Bull St., Columbia, S. C. 

Knauff, Karl J., from Heidelberg, Ont., Can., 
to 66 Centre St., Stratford, Ont., Can. 

Lentz, Harold H., from 224 Saxton Rd., Mans- 
field, Ohio, to'1110 Grant St., Ashland, Ohio. 

Little, George E., from 805 Center Ave., Aspin- 
wall, Pittsburgh, Pa. to 403 Maple Ave., 
Aspinwall, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


A WORTHY TRIBUTE 
Jo Members of the Armed Forces 


Walnut 


These attractive and durable “Roll of Honor” Boards are 
designed to serve as worthy tributes. Well constructed and 
beautifully finished, they are equal to any and superior to 


most boards of this nature. 


“ROLL OF HONOR” 
Boards 


stock). 


» HONOR 


edge to edge.) 


No. P-09 


Made of heavy five-ply panel board (7% in. stock), walnut 
veneer face, with decorative detail of plastic wood in durable 
gold-toned finish. A quality board serving the purpose most 
acceptably for the duration or longer. 


STYLES 


No. P-09—A relatively plain and inexpensive design (142 in. 

One size only. 

No. P-43—An exclusive design with us, with medium bev- 
eled side and bottom edges. Flag openings at top corners. 

No. P-711—Heavy solid walnut scroll roll sides, full beveled 
top and bottom edges in gold bronze tone. 


PRICES 
Size Price Names* 
Be x 207 $9.50 33 
PLR ee Pe 16.50 64 
PHL oe 19.50 88 
PPM BEY Lg 22.50 112 
22/’ x 43” 26.00 136 
42” x 30” 40.00 184 


Delivery Extra. 


* NAME PLATES EXTRA and supplied UNATTACHED—Gilt let- 
tered lacquer surfaced Walnut tone card, with goldleaf beveled 
edges (size 34 in. x 342 in). 

Price, Complete with Name (limited to 23 letters)—Ordered with 
Plaque, 20c each; ordered later, 12 or more, 25e each; less than 12, 
30c ‘each (minimum amount, $1.50). 

(Name capacity noted is based on spacing name plates quarter 
inch apart vertically, with 25-30 per cent increase possible by placing 


GOLD TONE STARS—$1.00 a dozen. 


No. P-711 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN PUBLICATION HOUSE 


13TH AND SPRUCE STREETS : 
Columbia 


Chicago 


PHILADELPHIA 
Pittsburgh 


3h 


BUY WAR BONDS TO WIN THE WAR 
GIVE BONDS TO COLLEGES TO HELP WIN THE PEACE 
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In training Christian citizens and leaders these Colleges are on the ‘battlefront of Democracy. 

Democracy cannot maintain itself without Christian roots. ; 

i Send Youth to these Colleges : Supper these Colleges ‘ 

f Carthage College, Carthage, Ill. Marion College, Marion, Va. Roanoke College, Salem, Va. : 

Gettysburg College, Gettysburg, Pa. Midland College, Fremont, Neb. Susquehanna University, Selinsgrove, Pa. 

Hartwick College, Oneonta, N. Y. Muhlenberg College, Allentown, Pa. Thiel College, Greenville, Pa. : 


Lenoir Rhyne College, Hickory, N. C. Newberry College, Newberry, S. C. Wagner College, Staten Island, N. Y. 
Waterloo College, Waterloo, Ont., Can. Wittenberg College, Springfield, Ohio 


; This page is presented with the courtesy of 
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